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friend to juſtice, religion, and humanity, I 
haſten to inform the Reader, who has caſt an eye on 
the Title- page, that, in attempting to eſtabliſh the 
licitneſs of the SLave-Trape, nothing is farther re- 
moved from my thoughts, than to ſet up as an advo- 
cate for injuſtice and oppreſſion : I am as much at 
enmity with both, as the moſt ſanguine advocate for 
African Liberty may be. I am well apprized, that 
acts of violence and oppreſſion, however authorized 
by numbers, however firmly eſtabliſhed by long uſe, 
and a kind of traditional inattention to the ſufferings 
of perſons in an abject condition of life, can never 
change the criminality of their nature. Whatever is 
eſſentially incompatible with the ſacred and inalie- 
nable rights of juſtice and humanity, can claim no 
place in the catalogue of virtues, even of the loweſt 
rank; it muſt be for ever branded with every mark 
of infamy and guilt. 

Far then from attempting the leaſt encroachment 
on the rights of Virtue, my ſole dritt in the preſent 
Tract is to examine with the utmoſt impartiality, the 
intrinſic nature of the SLave-TRraDt : that is, whether 
the Trade itſelf, preſcinding from every other inci- 
dental circumſtance, which may have rendered the 
practice of it hateful, or even criminal, be in its own 
nature licit or illicit. 

Now, it being evident in the firſt place, that the 
intrinſic morality or immorality, licitneſs or illicitneſs 
of all human purſuits is eſſentially inherent to the 

purſuits 
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purſuits themſclves, and not at all depending on our 
habits or ideas of Right and Wrong, which are but too 
often influenced and darkened by prejudice, intereſt, 
and other paſſions; and, it being equaliy evident on 
the other hand, that the declarations of the Written 
Word of God are ſo many incontrovertible deciſions, 
by which we are to judge of the intrinſic licitneſs or 
illicitneſs of ſuch facts as are regiſtered in the Sacred 
Volumes; it follows neceſſarily, that, one of thoſe 
facts being undoubtedly the SLave-TRADE, no argu- 
ments can be ſo forcible and concluſive, towards evin- 
cing the inherent lawfulneſs of it, as thoſe Oracular 
deciſions of the Word of God, which give a politive 
ſanction to the Trade itſclf.—lt is then by enforcing 
theſe unerring deciſions only, the ſureſt guide to 
direct our judgements in forming a juſt eſtimate of 
the merits of the preſent Controverſy, that I mean to 
vindicate the licitneſs of the SLAVE-TRADE; not by 
patronizing ſuch crying enormities and abuſes, as are 
ſaid to be perpetrated in this molt ancient commercial 
purſuit, 

SHovLD the ſanction of divine authority appear 
evident in favour of the SLave-Trane, from the 
teſtimonies I ſhall produce in the ſeries of my 
Reſearches, I ſhall conſider myſelf perfectly diſinga- 
ged from the moſt diſtant obligation of anſwering 
ſuch objections, as are not grounded on the ſame 
divine authority: an authority of that irreſiſtible 
weight of conviction, that every perſon, who has 
any pretenſions to Religion, muſt immediately aſ- 
ſent to, however plauſible or ingenious the oppo- 
ſite arguments may appear, when viewed through 
the ſcanty light of mere human reaſon and ſenſe, 

Taz ſcope of the following Relearches being evi- 
deutly to try the merits of the preſent Controver- 
ſy by the Sacred Canons of the Written Word of 
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God, I can expect conviction only from ſuch per- 
ſons, as are not ſo far deſtitute of every ſentiment 
of religion and good ſenſe, as to diſbelieve the di- 
vine authenticity of thoſe Sacred Writings, in which 
the Finger of God has left in indelible characters 
the viſible impreſſion of his Wiſdom. 

Now, as theſe Sacred Records contain tranſac- 
tions relative to the SLave-TRape, as practiſed in all 
the three religious Diſpenſations that have appear- 
ed in the World ſince the formation of the firſt of 
men to the preſent time, I ſhall, accordingly, di- 
vide my Scriptural Reſearches on that Trade, into 
three ſeparate Parts: in which I ſhall ſucceſſively 
prove, that the SLave-Trapst is perfectly conſo- 
nant to the principles of the Law of Nature, the 
Moſaic Diſpenſation, and the Chriſtian Law, as de- 
lineated to us in the Sacred Writings of the Word 
of God, 

I Have prefixed to the whole a few poſitions or 
Data, which, I ruſt, will be found unqueſtionably 
true, and exactly conformable to ſound reaſon ; in 
order, that I may not be interrupted in the ſequel with 
unneceſſary repetitions of general principles, nor 
be in the leaſt conſtrained to enter into a formal con- 
futation of arguments, which do not immediately 
aff-& my ſubject, and that the Reader may ſee at 
one view the very fundamental principles of thoſe 
inferences, which I draw in vindication of the SLave- 
Trane from the Scriptural paſſages I have ſelected in 
the courſe of my Reſearches, out of a greater num- 
ber of the fame import I could eaſily produce. 

Tur Scriptural paſſages are literally tranſcribed 
from the Proteſtant Vulgar Tranſlation of the Bible; 
which, being the moſt generally received in theſe 
Kingdoms, will, of courſe, have a greater weight of 
authority than any other with the major part of my 

Readers, 
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Readers. The Edition I uſe is that which was pu- 
bliſned in London by John Bill and Chriſtopher Bar- 
ker in the year 1669. 

Wir reſpect to compoſition, I can pretend to 
neither elegance nor ſtyle: a Foreigner, unacquainted 
with the leaſt element of the Engliſh Language till 
the twenty ſeventh year of his age, can have no claim 
to either: if he can but arrange his periods with 
a tolerable degree of grammatical accuracy, and ex- 
preſs himſelf with ſufficient clearnels, method, and 
perſpicuity, he has reaſon to expect every indulgence 
from the native candour of an Engliſh Critic, 
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I. 

THAT the Volume of the Sacred Writings, com- 
monly called the Holy BisLe, comprehending both 
the Old and the New Teſtaments, contains the uner- 
ring Deciſions of the Word of God. 


II, | 

THrar theſe Deciſions are of equal authority in both 

the Teſtaments, and that that Authority is the eſſen- 
tial veracity of God, who is TRUxx itlelf, 


III. rut 

Tuar, as there can be no preſcription againſt the 
authority of God, whatever is declared in any part of 
the Scriptural Records to be intrinſically good or bad, 
licit or illicit, muſt be eſſentially ſo in its own na- 
ture, however contrary any ſuch declaration may be 
to the received opinions of men for any length of 
time. 

IV. 

Tuar, as the Supreme Legiſlator af the World 
is infinitely juſt and wiſe in all his deciſions reſpect- 
ing Right and Wrong, and is no ways accountable 
to his creatures for the reaſons of his conduct in 
the government of the World; ſo it muſt be a degree 
of preſumption highly criminal in any creature to re- 
fuſe aſſent to thoſe Deciſions, only becauſe he can- 
not comprehend the hidden principles of that im- 
partial juſtice which characterizes every deciſion ot 


V. 
THrar no perſon can be ſuppoſed to acknowledge 
in fact, that the Holy Scriptures are the — 
B W 
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Word of God, unleſs he acquieſces without reſerve 
in every ſcriptural Deciſion, however incomprehen- 
{ible the reaſons and motives of thoſe Deciſions may 
be to him. | | 

VI. 

Tuar every perſon, who profeſſes to acknow- 
ledge the Holy Scriptures to be the unerring Word 
of God, muſt conſequently aſſent to every Scriptu- 
ral Deciſion without reſerve, only becauſe he believes 
them to be the declarations of God ; who, being 
TzxuTH itſelf, can neither err himſelf, nor lead any 
one into error. 

N VII. 

Trar if one or more Deciſions of the Written 
Word of God give a poſitive ſanction to the intrinſic 
licitneſs of any human purſuit (for inſtance, the SLave- 
TE apt), whoever profeſſes to believe the incontro- 
vertible veracity of the Written Word of God, eſſen- 
tially incompatible with the leaſt degree of injuſtice, 
muſt conſequently believe the purſuit itſelf to be in- 
trinſically juſt and lawful in the ſtrifteſt ſenſe of the 
Word. 

VIII. 

Trar no advantages whatever attending the pro- 
ſecution of an unlawful purſuit, nor any abuſes what- 
ever committed in the proſecution of a lawful one, can 
ſo far affect the purſuits themſelves, as to render the 
latter intrinſically criminal, or the former eſſentially 


juſt. n 
: IX. 


Tuna, as no private or national advantages what- 
ever can alter the inherent turpitude of a purſuit eſſen- 
Tially. unlawful; ſo no arguments whatever, built ſole! 
on the ſtrength of thoſe advantages, will ever juſtify 
the SLAVE TRADE, till the lame be proved eſſentially 
quit and lawful in its nature. 
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Tuar, as no abuſes or malepractices whatever, 
committed in the proſecution of a lawful purſuit, can 
ever alter the intrinſic licitneſs of it; ſo no arguments 
whatever, built ſolely on the ſtrength of thoſe abuſes, 
will ever evince the intrinſic deformity of the SLave- 
Trane, any more than that of any other lawful pur- 
ſuit, where abuſes are committed, unleſs the ſame be 
proved eſſentially unjuſt and illicit. 

XI. 

Trar, if abuſes and malepractices, committed in 
the proſecution of a lawful purſuit, can be checked 
and prevented by Legal Authority, the private and 
national advantages ariling from that purſuit, and the 
inconveniencies attending the ſuppreſſion of it, joined 
to its intrinſic licitneſs, ought to have a very powerful 
influence towards not aboliſhing the proſecution of that 
purſuit, 

XII. 

THrar, if abuſes and malepractices, though evident- 
ly ſubject to the control of the Legiſlature, are to be 
conſidered as ſufficient arguments to ſuppreſs the 
SrLave-TRape, without any regard to its intrinſic 
licitneſs, every other branch of Trade, in which abuſes 
are committed, ought, on the ſame account, to ſhare 
the ſame fate, | 
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ERECTION I. 


Scriptural Reſearches on the licitneſs of the Slave-Trade, 
ſewing its conformity with the principles of the Law 
of Nature delineated in the Sacred Writings. 


I. & | 'HAT period of years, which elapſed from the 


day on which God created Man in his own 
image (a), to the day, on which He gave his Laws to 
the Children of Iſrael on Mount Sinai (4), is generally 
called the period of the Law of Nature. Ihe exact 
duration of this period is a matter of controverſy 
among the Learned. Archbiſhop Uſher, whoſe chro- 
nological accuracy in the computation of ſcriptural 
years is much admired, reckons 2513 years between 
the Creation of the World and the promulgation of 
the Moſaic Law. But be this as it may (for no dif- 
ference in computation can affect the ſubject of my 
reſent Reſearches), it is evident from the tenour of 
the Sacred Records, that, between the creation of 
Adam and the promulgation of the Moſaic Law, the 
Diſpenſation of the Law of Nature, commonly called 
Natural Religion, or the Religion of Nature, was the 
only true Religion in the World, 

II. Siure as the principles of this Religion may 
appear, directed chiefly to worſhip One, Supreme, 
Eternal, Being, the Creator and Governor of all things, 
and to chuſe and act in exact conformity to the inward 
dictates of ſound and unbiaſſed reaſon in every tranſ- 
action of life, where Right and Wrong were left to 
choice of Man; it would be exceedingly difficult, as 
well as perfectly extraneous to my preſent ſubject, to 
digeſt thoſe principles into a regular Code of thoſe 

particular 


(a) Geneſis, c. 1. v. 27. (50 Exodus, c. 29, &c. 
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particular laws and duties, which conſtituted the whole 
tyſtem of that Religion.— I have not engaged to diſ- 
play the whole frame and ſtructute of Natural Religion: 
am to ſhew no farther, than that the principles and 
laws of that Religion, as far as we find them delineated 
in the Sacred Writings, not only never forbade the 
SLave-TRaDe, or hinted the moſt diſtant oppoſition 
to the proſecution of it; but that, the ſame being 
frequently exemplified in the conſtant and uninterrupt- 
ed practice of ſome of the moſt faithful obſervers of 
the laws and principles of that Religion, under the 
viſible protection of God, whoſe favourites they were, 
the laws and principles themſelves were in perfect 
harmony with the practice of the SLAVE-TRADE.— 
Two very lingular inſtances of this kind, verified in 
the conduct of two of the molt diſtinguiſhed Charac- 
ters within the above period of the Law of Nature, 
ABRAHAM and JostPH, will, I flatter myſelf, be ſuf- 
ficient, without mentioning others, to juſtify my aſ- 
ſertion, and ſet the preſent Controverſy in the cleareſt 
light of Scriptural conviction, 
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III. In every place of Scripture, where mention 
is made of this Venerable Patriarch, he is uniformly 
repreſented as a perfect pattern of every virtue. The 
ſtrongeſt faith in God (c), the firmeſt reliance on his 
promiſes (d), and the readieſt and moſt unreſerved 
obedience to his commands (e); the moſt ſympathiz- 
ing humanity to every fellow-creature (f), the ſtrict- 
eſt juſtice and integrity in all his dealings with men (g), 
and the utmoſt diſintereſtedneſs of heart (5); 9 


{c) Gen. 15. 6. Rom. 4. 3. Galat. 3. 6. James, 2. 23. (4) Ibid, 
(e) Gen. 22. v. 113, (F) Gen. 18. 23, &c. 
(s) Gen, 21. 33, &c. Gen. 23. 7, & (5) Gen. 14. 22, 23. 
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the greateſt love of peace and harmony (i), together 
with every other religious, domeſtic, and ſocial vir. 
tue (&), are the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of his 
erſon. 

IV. Ow1xc, no doubt, to theſe exalted virtues, he 
is frequently repreſented in Scripture 1n familiar inter- 
courſe with God (7); who, in innumerable places of 
Holy Writ, ſtyles himſelf emphatically The God of 
Abraham, as the moſt acceptable perſon he had on 
earth : he calls him His Friend (m), and makes the 
moſt exalted panegyric of his virtues, when, appear- 
ing to his ſon Iſaac after the death of his Father, he 
ſpeaks to him in the following remarkable and com- 
prehenſive words: In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the 
earth be bleſſed; becauſe that Abraham obeyed my voice, 
and kept my charge, my commandments, my ſtatutes, and 
any laws (u). 

V. Non is bis unimpeachable character, as a right- 
eous man, leſs conſpicuous in the Writings of the 
New Teſtament ; where, among many other teſtimo- 
nies of his irreproachable life, the Son of God himſelf, 
who always ſpeaks of him as one of the moſt faithful 
ſervants of his Eternal Father, rebukes the Jews for 
having ſo far departed from the rectitude of Abraham's 
conduct, as not to be entitled to the appellation of his 
Children; for, F ye were Abraham's cbilaren, ſays he, 
ye would do the works of Abraham (0), 

VI. Now, it is very remarkable, that among the 
works of Abraham, the very faithful, obedient, hu- 
mane, juſtFdiſintereſted, righteous, and virtuous Abra- 
ham, who conſtantly obeyed the voice of God, kept 
his charge, his commandments, his ſtatutes, and his 

laws, 


(i) Gen. 21. 22, &e. Gen. 13. 7, &, (4) Gen. 18. 19. 
(5 Gen. 12. 1, &c. Gen. 15. I, &c. Gen. 17. I, &c. Gen. 18. IT, &c, 
(n) Uaiah, 41,8, (u) Gen, 26, 4, . (e) John, 8. 39. 
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laws, and found ſuch acceptance with him, as to be 
admitted to the familiarity of his friendly intercourſe; 


it is very remarkable, I ſay, that there ſhould be 


found among his «works the practice of dealing in hu- 
man fleſh, the practice of purchaſing with money 


thoſe of his own ſpecies, and making them Band- 


$/aves (p), without the leaſt intimation being ever 


given by any of the inſpired Writers, that his con- 


duct in this particular, where the natural rights of 
juſtice and humanity are ſaid to be fo eſſentially inte- 
reſted, was ever reproved, or even diſcountenanced in 
the moſt diſtant manner by any private or public in- 
timation of God's diſpleaſure |! | 
VII. AnpD what can we reaſonably conclude from 
this uniform ſilence of the inſpired Writers? but that 
the practice of purchaſing ſlaves was never accounted 
in the ſight of God a violation of any of the laws of 
the Religion of Nature. For, 1s 1t credible, or, ra- 
ther 1s 1t poſſible for any one to believe, conſiſtently 
with the ideas we ought to entertain of the infinite 
holineſs of God, in whom dwelleth eſſentially the ful- 
nels of juſtice, that he would ſtyle himſelf The God of 
Abraham, in preference to any other; that he would 
vouchſafe to honour him with the appellation of His 
Friend; that he would bleſs in his ſeed all the nations 
of the earth (2); that he would declare he had obey- 
ed his voice, kept his charge, his commandments, his 
ſtatutes, and his laws, without. excepting any one; or 
that Jeſus Chriſt would have ever commended his 
works without any reſtriction whatever, if the SLAVE» 
Isape, ſo publickly and ſo conſtantly practiſed by 
Abraham, had been an iniquitous, ..unnatural purſuit, 
ellentially oppoſite to the ſacred laws of Nature, to the 
natural rights of juſtice and humanity ? | 
5 VIII. THE 


(p) Gen, 17. 23, 27. (2) Gen. 23. v. 18, 
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VIII. Tue force of this powerful inference, con- 
ſidered even as a mere negative argument in favour of 
the intrinſic licitneſs of the SLAVE-TRADE, carries 
ſuch an irreſiſtible weight of conviction, that it amounts, 
in my opinion, to a poſitive approbation of it: it being 
otherwiſe impoſſible to reconcile the juſtice of God 
with his own ſcriptural deciſions concerning the eſſen- 
tial impartiality, and eternal unchangeableneſs of its 


IX. Tnar this poſitive approbation, this ſanction 
of Divine Authority in fayour of the SLAVE-TRA PDE, 
ſo viſible in the conduct of God, eye-witneſs to every 
tranſaction of Abraham's life, is not a bare conjecture, 
or a mere negative inference of a paſſionate advocate 
for ſlavery, but the real intent and meaning of the 
Written Word of God, will appear evident to the 
moſt zealous adyocate for African Liberty, who, di- 


_ veſting himſelf for a moment of every prejudice, that 


the love of humanity | may have created in his mind, 
will diſpaſſionately examine with me the ſtriking cir- 
cumſtances of the following Caſe. It is that of a 
Boxp-SLavs in the ſervice of Abraham; which, as re- 
Jated in the Sacred Writings, contains ſuch intereſting 
particulars, that, I flatter myſelf, it will evince to de- 
monſtration, that the SLave-Trapz has the indiſpu- 
table ſanction of Divine Authority, even when attend- 
ed with circumſtances not of the moſt pleaſing com- 
plexion to the eyes of humanity. 
X. Tris very deciſive fact is thus literally related in 
the xvi'> Chapter of the Book of GEN ESsIs. 
1. Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: 
and ſhe had an hand-maid, an Egyptian, whoſe 
name was Hagar, 
2. And Saral Pig unto Abram: Behold now, the 
Lord hath reſtrained me from bearing: I pray thee, 


go in unto my maid: it may be, that I may 
obtain 
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obtain children by her: and Abram hearkened to 

the voice of Sarai. 

3. And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid, 
the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in 
the land of Canaan, and gave her to her huſband 
Abram to be his wife. 

4. And he went in unto Hagar, and ſhe conceived : 
and when ſhe ſaw that ſhe had conceived, her miſ- 
treſs was deſpiſed in her eyes. 

5. And Sarai ſaid unto Abram: my wrong be upon 
thee : 1 have given my maid into thy boſom; and 
when ſhe ſaw ſhe had conceived, I was deſpiſed in 
her eyes: the Lord judge between me and thee. 

6. But Abram ſaid unto Sarai: behold, thy maid is 
in thy hand; do to her as it pleaſeth thee. And 
_ Sarai dealt hardly with her, ſhe fled from her 
ace. 

7. And the Angel found her by a fountain of water in 
the wilderneſs, by the fountain in the way to Shur, 
8. And he ſaid : Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence comeſt 

thou? and whither wilt thou go? And ſhe ſaid : 

I flee from the face of my miſtreſs Sarai. 

9. And the Amgel of the Lord ſaid unto her: return 
unto thy miſtreſs, and ſubmit thyſelf under her 
hands. 

10. And the Angel of the Lord ſaid unto her: I will 
multiply thy feed exceedingly, that it ſhall not be 
numbered for multitude. | 

11, And the Angel of the Lord ſaid unto her: be- 
hold, thou art with child, and ſhalt bear a fon, and 
ſhalt call his name Iſhmael ; becauſe the Lord hath 
heard thy affliction. 

XI. Enough have we for the preſent to obſerve on 
this portion of Hagar's hiſtory, without proceeding 
to relate the treatment ſhe received in her Maſter's 
houſe ſome time after her return.---Here we have a 

C | Hand-maid, 
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Hand- maid, called ſoon after a Bond-woman by God 
himſelf (r); born in Africa, for ſhe was an Egyptian 
by birth, and, conſequently, an African Slave; labour— 
ing under every natural diſadvantage attending the 
condition of a Bond-ſlave; bought by a ſtranger, 
tranſported from her native Country into a diſtant Jand, 
the Land of Canaan, where Abram dwelt ; that 1s, 
tranſported from Africa into Aſia : ſeparated for ever 
from her deareſt relations, friends, and acquaintance, 
and obliged to wait at hand, and work for the advan- 
tage of her Maſters. 

XII. Tux ſterility of her Miſtreſs ſeemed rather to 
flatter Hagar with the proſpect of meliorating her 
condition, by becoming her Maſter's wife at the 
ſolicitation of her Miſtreſs : but the event proved the 
contrary, and diſappointed all her hopes; for not only 
ſhe did not obtain her freedom by becoming his wife, 
but finding ſhe was with child by her Maſter, and 
being, on this account, not quite ſo reſpectful to her 
Miſtreſs, as the latter expected in quality of Abram's 
principal wife, ſhe was ſo roughly handled by Sarai, 
with the permiſſion of Abram, that, unable to bear 
her treatment, ſhe fled from her houſe; left her ſervice, 
and took refuge in the deſert. - What the correction 
was, that Sarai inflicted on Hagar, is not particularly 
ſpecified in the Sacred Hiſtory : the Hebrew word uſed 
upon the occaſion, and rendered by the Tranſlators 
dealt hardly, has ſuch an extent of fignification, as 
may eaſily convey the idea of a very cruel and oppreſ- 
five treatment, which, in the actual ſtate of Hagar's 
pregnancy, muſt have rendered her affliction much 
more intolerable and oppreſſive. 

XIII. Every circumſtance attending the wretched 
ſituation of this poor African Slave, who, though le- 


gally 


(r) Gen, c. 21. v. 12. 
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gally married to her Maſter, is kept ſtill in bondage, 
and forced, as it were, out of his houſe and ſervice in 
the condition ſhe was in, through hard uſage and ſe- 
verity, though charged with no other crime, bot bein 
not quite fo reſpe&tul to her huſband's firſt wife as ſhe 
had been before her marriage, ſeems to excite compaſ- 
ſion, and juſtify her eſcape. — Were Hagar's caſe that 
of any African female ſlave now in the Weſt-Indies, 
and were the fame to be tried before a jury compoſed 
of ſome of the preſent advocates for African Liberty 
in this Iſland, one might decide almoſt to a certainty 
in whoſe favour the verdict would be given: the Slave 
would moſt probably be declared free, and both Maſter 
and Miſtreſs leverely reprimanded, it not alſo condemn- 
ed in a heavy pecuniary mulct: no other verdi& would 
be conſiſtent with the principles they ſo publickly 
avow. 

XIV. Bur did Hagar obtain the ſame favourable 
ſentence at the impartial Tribunal of God, when ſhe 
p!caded her Cauſe before the Miniſter of his juſtice, 
whom he depured to repreſent his Perſon? Did he 
approve of her conduct in leaving her Maſter's houſe, 
and quitting his ſervice? Did he hint the moſt diſtant 
rellection on the proceedings of Abram or her Miſtreſs 
Sarai? Did he ſignify ro her, that her quality of 
Abram's wife, or the ſeverity of Sarai's treatment, 
even in her actual ſtate of pregnancy, emancipated her 
from her bondage, reſcinded the original cortraft of 
her purchaſe, or that that contract had been 4i't it and 
contrary to his laws, or that ſhe might, on this account, 
conſider herſelf as no part of Abram's lawful property, 
but at full liberty to diſpoſe of her perſon as ſhe 
thought beſt ?— NO: — on the contrary, her conduct 
was Condemned by the Repreſentative of God, who 
ordered her in his name 7o return to her Miſtreſs, and 
fubmit berſelf under her hands; though at the ſfame_ 

2 time 
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time he aſſured her, that tbe Lord bad heard her 
affiiction. | 

XV. Wexe all other ſcriptural evidences wanted in 
favour of the SLAVE-TRADE, this Decree alone of the 
higheſt Court of Juſtice poſſible, this ſolemn Sentence 
of the Supreme Judge of Right and Wrong, Who is no 
reſpecler of perſons, but, in every nation, he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with him (5), 
and who, in the calc before us, had an intuitive and 
comprehenſive knowledge of every particular circum- 
ſtance attending the claims of both the Parties, 
mult convince. every impartial Reader, that the licit- 
nels of that Trade is evidently warranted by the 
Written Word of God; who, by the very act of de- 
puting an Angel, on purpoſe to command the fugitive 
Slave to return to her Maſter's houſe, and ſubmit her- 
ſelf under the hands of her Miſtreſs, declared her to be 
her Maſter's indiſputable property, and the original 
bargain or contract, by which he had acquired that 
property, to be juſt and lawful in its nature: that is, 
that the SLAVE- TRADE, cven when attended with cir- 
cumſtances not altogether conformable to the feelings 
of humanity, is eſſentially conſiſtent with the ſacred 
and inalienable rights of juſtice, and has the poſitive 
ſanction of God in its ſupport ; however diſpleaſing 
thoſe circumſtances may be to his fatherly Providence, 
as they appear to have been in the Caſe of Hagar; 
who, in alleviation of her ſufferings and affliction, 
was promiſed the honour of being the Mother of a 
numerous progeny, branched out afterwards into 
twelve powerful kingdoms (7). 


F 
XVI. Wnorvrg has the leaſt acquaintance with the 


principal human Characters exhibited in the Sacred 
Records, 


(s) Ads, c. 10. v. 34, 35. (t) Gen. c. 25. v. 16. 
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Records, muſt readily acknowledge, that the character 
of Josryn, great grand-ſon to Patriarch Abraham, is 
one of the moſt amiable, moſt upright, and inſtructive. 
He is there repreſented in every viciſſitude of fortune, 
acquiring in every ſtation by his wiſdom and virtue 
favour with God and man (2). His virtue ſuffers no 
diminution whatever, but ſhines with greater Juſtre, in 
paſſing from the condition of a ſlave to that of Gover- 
nor of all Egypt. His fidelity to God, and to his 
Maſter Potiphar, is aſſailed by ſtrong temptations, 
which, in ſpite of youth and intereſt, he reſiſts with 
the moſt exemplary fortitude (w.) Thrown into the 
horrors of a dungeon through the artifice of a falſe 
woman, whoſe honour he preſerves at the expence of 
his own, his integrity and prudence ſoon render him 
conſpicuous even in that dark recels (x). Favoured 
with the divine ſpirit of prophecy, and called in his 
Prophetic Character into the preſence of Pharaoh, the 
wiſe and extenſive plan he forms to ſave the Kin 
from the miſerics of impending famine, raiſes him to 
that height, where his abilities and virtues are eminent- 
ly diſplayed in the public ſervice, and anſwer the pur- 
poſes of the Providence of God in favour of his cho- 
ſen People (y). Enabled by deſpotic power to retain 
his unnatural brethren in that Egyptian bondage, to 
which they had once conſigned him, and gratify re- 
venge by every accumulation of diſgrace, he not only 
generouſly forgives them the outrageous treatment he 
had received, but he even effaces the very remem- 
brance of thoſe injuries which had produced his ad- 
| verſity; 


(u) Gen. 39. 2—6. Ibid. 21-23. Ibid. c. 41. 37, &c- 
{w) Gen. 39. 7—1%. (x) Gen, 39. 21-2 Gen. 40. 2, &c, 
O Gen. 40. 8—23. Ibid. c. 4r. 1, &c, Ibid. c. 45+ 4, 6K. 
Pf. 105. 16-24. 
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verſity; and, without recriminating his adverſaries, 
without retaliating their injuries, he extenuates in 
ſome meaſure the guilt of a crime, which, by the in- 
terpoſition of Providence, had proved ſubſervient to a 
happy iſſue (z). 

XVII. Evexr feature of this moſt amiable Character 
is ſo perfectly finiſhed, ſo exactly conformable to the 
model of the ſtricteſt virtue, that the whole Piece is 
one of the completeſt portraits of righteoutneſs and 
humanity, that has ever been exhibited to the World 
in any ſtage of religion. Chriſtianity itſelf can pro- 
duce but few exemplars, that will contend with him 
for ſuperiority ; eſpecially, when it is conſidered, that 
Joſeph's innocence and virtue, from his youth to his 


_ decrepit old age, retained, in the very heart of infide- 


lity itſelf, the ſame uniform luſtre and firmneſs, though 
beſet at different periods by ſuch ſtrong temprations to 
infidelity and vice, as are the inſeparable attendants of 
extreme adverſity and proſperity, In a word: every 
ſtep of Joſeph's conduct in every ſtage of his life met 
the approbation of God, and was eſpecially directed 
by his protecting hand; for, in the language of the in- 
ſpired Writer, The Lord was with him : aud that which 
he did, the Lord made it 10 proſper (a). 

XVIII. Now, if we examine the hiſtory of this emi- 
nent Perſonage, as deſcribed in the Sacred Records, 
we ſhall ſoon find a ſecond very remarkable inſtance of 
the licitneſs of the SLAVE-TRAPDE, as practiſed, not 
only without control, but under the viſible protec- 
tion of God, by one of the ſtricteſt profeſſors of the 
Religion of Nature, the laws and principles of which 
were the invariable rule of his conduct: a man in high 
favour with the Almighty, the tramer of thoſe very 
principles and laws; and who, in the inſcrutable 2 

er 


(z) Gen. c. 37. 23—28. Ibid, 45. 1 1X. (a) Gen. 39. 23. 
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der of his fatherly Providence, choſe him the inſtru- 

ment and promoter of his glory (5), imparted him the 

divine ſpirit of his wiſdom (c), led him, as it wete, b 

the hand, in every ſtep of his life (4), and proſpered 

whatever he undertook (e). An inſtance, attended 
with circumſtances of that ſingular nature and tenden- 
cy, as ſeems not only to fix the ſubject of the preſent 

Controverſy in the beſt point of view, but to aſcer- 

tain, beyond the power of reply, the inherent lawful- 

neſs of the SLAave-TRADE. 

XIX. Tur tact, with all its attending circumſtances, 
is thus deſcribed in the XL. VII® Chapter of the Book 
of GENESIS. 

13. And there was no bread in all the land; for the 
famine was very fore: ſo that the land of Egypt 
and the land of Canaan fainted by * of the 
famine. 

14. And Joſeph gathered up all the money that was 
found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Ca- 
naan, for the corn which they bought; and Joſeph 
brought the money into Pharaoh's houſe. 

13. And when the money failed in the land of Egypt, 
and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came 
unto Joſeph, and ſaid : give us bread; for why 
ſhould we die in thy preſence ? for the money faileth. 

16. And Joſeph ſaid: give your cattle; and J will 
give you for your cattle, if money fail. 

17. And they brought their cattle unto Joſeph: and 
Joſeph gave them bread in exchange for horſes, and 
for the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for 
the aſſes; and he fed them with bread for all their 
cattle, for that year, 

18. When 


(5) Pf. 105. 16-24. (e) Gen. c. 40. 43. (4) Gen, 39. 2123. 
(e) Gen. 39. 23. 
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18. When that year was ended, they came unto him 
the ſecond year, and ſaid unto him: we will not 
hide it from my Lord, how that our money is ſpent ; 
my Lord alſo hath our herds of cattle ; there is not 

augght left in the ſight of my Lord, but our bodies 
and our lands. 

19. Wherefore ſhall we die before thine eyes, both we 
and our land? Buy us and our land for bread, and 
we and our land will be ſervants unto Pharaoh: 
and give us ſeed, that we may live and not die, that 
the land be not deſolate, yy 

20. And Joſeph bought ail the land of Egypt for 

Pharaoh: for the Egyptians fold every man his, field; 
becauſe the famine prevailed over them: ſo the land 
became Pharaoh's. 

21. And as for the people, he removed them to cities, 
from one end of the borders of Egypt, even unto 
the other end thereof. 

22, Only the land of the Prieſts bought he not; for 
the Prieſts had a portion aſſigned them of Pharaoh, 
and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them; 
wherefore they ſold not their lands. | 

23. Then Joſeph ſaid unto the people: behold, I have 
bought you this day, and your land, for Pharaoh : 
lo, here is ſeed for you, and ye ſhall ſow the land. 

24. And it ſhall come to pals in the encreaſe, that ye 
ſhall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts 
Ball be your own, for ſced of the field, and for 
your food, and for them of your houſholds, and for 
food for your little ones. 

25. And they ſaid : thou haſt ſaved our lives: let us 
find grace in the ſight of my Lord, and we will be 

; Pharaoh's ſervants. : 

26. And Joleph mede it a law over the land of Egypt 
unto this day, that Pharaoh ſhould have the fitth 

I4 h | _ part; 
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part; except the land of the Prieſts only, which 

became not Pharaoh's, End | 

XX. Tux tranſactions related in this portion of Jo- 
ſeph's hiſtory, afford us a conſiderable number of very 
pertinent reflections on the SLAVE-TRADE: the fol- 
lowing appear to me very remarkable. 

1. Here is a whole Nation of free and independent 
Africans, one only deſcription of men excepted, in- 
habiting the richeſt, the moſt populous, and the moſt 
civilized part of Africa, or, perhaps, of any other 
part of the Globe at that period, all made SLAaves 
in one day by a moſt explicit, deliberate, and for- 
mal contract. 

2. Allowing, the Kingdom of Egypt at that time 
to have extended no farther than it does at preſent; 
that is, 600 miles from North to South, and 250 from 
Eaſt to Weſt, it muſt have contained, on the moſt 
moderate computation, as many inhabitants, at leaſt, 
as the Kingdom of Great Britain does at this preſent 
time; Egypt was then the Emporium of the whole 
world, where all arts and ſciences, commerce, agricul- 
ture, and polity flouriſhed in a degree of perfection 
and refinement, ſuperior, perhaps, to that of any part 
of Europe in our days. Accordingly, the number of 
Africans purchaſed by Joſeph in one day, at the very 
moderate price of one year's maintenance per head, 
including their land, amounted, at leaſt, to ſeven or 
eight millions of perſons : a number not unequal, per- 
haps, to all the purchaſes of the kind ever made by 
Engliſh Merchants fince the commencement of the 
GUINEA-T RADE. 

3. The happy condition of theſe Africans, prior 
to Joſeph's purchaſe, is a circumſtance worth obſerv- 
ing: it differed in every reſpect from that of moſt of 
their preſent countrymen purchaſed by our European 
Merchants. The latter are generally Slaves, or Cap- 


tives, 
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tivee, in their native land; the former were all free and 
independent ſubjects: thoſe, when purchaſed by our 
Atrican Merchants are in a flate of abſolute indigence 
and poverty; whereas the latter were all people of 
property, and, indeed, of Janded property ; for it is 
very particularly ſpecified in the ſcriptural account, 
that th: Egyptians ſold every man his feld; that is, his 
landed eſtate. 

4. The circumſtance of tranſporting Slaves from their 
native ſoil into a diſtant Country, is alſo very obvious 
in the conduct of Joſeph, ſubſequent to the purchaſe 
he had made; for, as for the people, lays the Scrip- 
ture, he removed them to cities, from one end of the 
borders of Egypt, even unto the other end thereof : 
by which expedient he deprived them of every 
proſpect of ever re- enjoying their reſpective pater- 
nal Eſtates, and the places of their nativity. And 
is it not more than probable, that, in the execution 
of ſo extenſive a plan, as removing ſo many millions 
of inhabitants of every age, ſex, condition, and rank, 
infants at the breaſt, young children, old and decrepit 
people, infirm and delicate, from one end of the bor- 
ders of ſo extenſive a Country as Egypt, even unto 
the other end thereof, many muſt have inevitably 
periſhed in paſſing through the ſcorching ſands of a 
Country deſolate with famine, and parched up, as it 
were, by an uninterrupted drought of ſix conſecutive 
years, whatever wiſe regulations we may naturally 
ſuppoſe were made by Joſeph to accommodate ſuch 
an extraordinary number of Slaves ? 

5. This numerous multitude of free and indepen- 
dent Africans, become now by contract menial Slaves 
to Pharaoh, are immediately ſent by Joſeph to cul- 
tivate their Maſter's Eſtates throughout all Egypt, for 
the land became Pharaolys : fo, that we may conſider 
them with the. utmoſt propriety, as ſo many Slaves, 

16 | tranſported 
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tranſported from their native place, and ſent by their 
Maſter, or his Steward or Overſeer, to work in his 
different Plantations, merely for their keep; for all 
the land was the property of Pharaob, and the portion 
of the yearly produce of it, which they were allowed, 
is ſaid to have been given them only for ſeed of the 
field, for their food, theſe of their houſo:lds, and their 
little ones. 

6. The laſt and moſt intereſting circumſtance, 1n 
my opinion, attending this ſingular tranſaction, is the 
manner in which Joſeph proceeded to effect his pur- 
chaſe. For, in conſequence of that prophetic ſpirit, 
with which the Almighty had eſpecially favoured him, 
and by which he forelaw the wonderful fertility of the 
land for ſeven years to come, and the extreme ſterility 
cf it for as many years after, he engroſſed all the corn 
that grew in Egypt during the firſt ſeven years of 
plenty, and laid it vp againſt the time of impending 
tamine (f). When this began to rage in the land, he 
opened his ſtores, and made the Egyptians pay ready 
money for their corn: being entirely drained of caſh, 
for Joſeph gathered up all the money, that was found in 
the land of Egypt, he refuſed to ſupply them with 
bread, unleſs they gave all their cattle in exchange 
which, accordingly, they did, for ſuch proportion of 
corn as would keep them one year : being now re- 
duced to the laſt extremity, and entirely deſtitute of 
proviſions, as well as of every means of procuring 
them, ſave their lands and perſons, he availed him- 
ſelf of this favourable opportunity to effect a purchaſe, 
for which he had gradually paved the way : a bargain 
was accordingly concluded between him and Pharaoh's 
ſubjects, by which he bought all their lands and 
perſons for as much corn, as would keep the latter 
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the {pace of one year; which, from the circumſtance 
of giving them ſeed, wherewith to ſow the land, ap- 
pears to have been the laſt of that ſeptennial dearth, 
So, that, even taking advantage of the extreme indi- 
gence of his fellow-creatures, when able to relieve 
them, in order to reduce them to the condition of 
Slaves, was not deemed by this righteous, and inſpired 
Man, with whom the Lord was, an infraction of thoſe 
ſacred laws of Nature, which were the invariable rule 
of his conduct. 

XXI. How far Joſeph's conduct in every ſtage of 
this remarkable tranſaction, ſo favourable to the SLAvx- 
TRADE, may appear equitable or otherwiſe to the 
preſent humane advocates for African Liberty, through 
the fecble light of mere human reaſon and ſenſe, l 
know not: this however is moſt certain, that there 1s 
not ſo much as one Jor in the Sacred Writings of the 
Word of God, that ſeems to diſapprove in the moſt 
diſtant manner any one part of his conduct, either in 
this or in any other tranſaction of his long and holy 
life(g). On the contrary, in every place of Scrip- 
ture, where this eminent Perſonage is introduced, 
whether before or after this tranſaction, he is con- 
ſtantly repreſented as one of the moſt faithful and 
acceptable ſervants of God, under whoſe particular 
protection he lived and thrived (4); by whoſe im- 
mediate direction he acted (i); and who did nothing 
whatever, but the Almighty made it to proſper (k). 
The very tranſaction, we are ſpeaking of, when 
rehearſed by one of the inſpired Writers (7), a Man 
according to God's own heart (), is fo far from 

being 
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being taxed with the leaſt intimation of guilt in any 
one circumſtance attending it, that the whole pro- 
cels, without any exceptions whatever, is there repre- 
ſented as the effect of that divine Wiſdom, with which 
he was inſpired from above. 

XXII. A rugTHEr ſcriptural evidence, that the 
conduct of Joleph in purchaſing ſo many .millions of 
his fellow-creatures, and reducing them to the condi- 
tion of Slaves, met the intire approbation of God, 
and was therefore perfectly conſonant to the ſacred 
laws of Nature, is that remarkable declaration of the 
Word of God, regiſtered in the Firſt Book of CRO“ 
NICLES, c. 5. v. 1—3, which aſſigns the true reaſon for 
transferring the right of Primogeniture, or Firſt- born, 
from the Family of Reuben, eldeſt ſon of Jacob, to the 
Family of Joſeph ; which, as it is expreſsly mentioned 
in that place, was Reuben's inceſtuous converſation 
with Bilhah, his Father's concubine (#).—But is it 
credible, conſiſtently with the eſſential juſtice of God, 
that he ſhould deprive Reuben's children of their Pri- 
mogeniture or birth- right, for having once tranſgreſſed 
one of the Laws of Nature, and yet ſhould at the ſame 
time, even in preference to Judah the Meſſiah's pro- 
genitor, give it to thoſe of Joſeph, who, by the very act 
of enſlaving ſo many millions of his fellow-creatures, 
and uſing them as he did, muſt have neceſſarily in- 
curred the horrid guilt of reiterated tranſgreſſions of 
ſeveral of thoſe ſacred Laws, if, what is ſo confidently 
aſſerted be true, that the SLAVE-TRA DE, or the pur- 
chaſing of Slaves, is an iniquitous unnatural purſuit, 
and a crime of the blackeſt die, in direct oppoſition to 
every principle of Nature? How could any one in 
ſuch chimerical ſuppoſition reconcile the viſible par- 

tiality 
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tiality of God's conduct with his own Scriptural decla. 
rations of the eternal and immutable rectitude of his 
Juſtice ? 

XXIII. Ox evidence more, drawn from the ſame 
ſcriptural ſource of conviction, will, I hope, be ſuffi- 
cient to evince the irreproachableneſs of Joſeph's con- 
duct in the tranſaction now before us. Every body 
knows, who knows any thing of Scripture, that the 
ſpeeches made to their Children by the holy Patriarchs 
of old, prior to their departure from this world, called 
in the language of Scripture Bling the Children (o), 
were ſo many prophetic declarations of the Word of 
God, predicting to them the future events that ſhould 
diſtinguiſh them and their families, and entailing upon 
them and their poſterity that portion of happineſs or 
miſery, to which their moral or immoral conduct en- 
titled them. This being an undoubted truth, let us 
now examine with an attentive eye ſome of the moſt 
material circumſtances of that ſolemn Bleſſing, which 
Jacob beſtowed on Joſeph and his Brethren a little be- 
fore his death (p). 

1. This Bleſſing was beſtowed on Joſeph and his 
Brethren about ten years after Joſeph had enſlaved all 
the inhabitants of Egypt, excepting thoſe of the Sacer- 
dota] Order (4). 

2. Jacob in this Bleſſing reproaches Reuben, his 
eldeſt ſon, with the infamy of his inceſtuous crime in 
the ſtrongeſt terms; and declares, that, in puniſhment 
of it, be ſhould not excel, but ſhould be as unſtable as 
Water. 

3. Simeon and Levi are branded by the holy Pa- 
triarch with being Inſtruments of crueity ; he abhors 
their counſels; calls their pany diſhonourable ; 

curſes 


(e) Gen. 27. v. 4, 7, 10, 12, 19, &c. (p) Gen. 49. v. 1, &c. 
(9) Gen, 47. 28. : 
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curſes the fierceneſs of their anger, and the cruelty of 
their wrath, becauſe in their anger, ſays he, they flew a 


man; meaning Shechem the Hivite and his father 


Hamor, together with all his male ſubje&s, whom 
they flew with the ſword (r); and, as a puniſhment of 
their barbarous cruelty, he declares they thould be 
divided and ſcattered in the land of Promile. : 

4. When the Holy Patriarch comes to bleſs his fon 
Joſeph, he expreſſes himſelf in the following empharic 
and divine ſtrain. © Joſeph is a fruitful bough ; even 
« 2 fruitful bough by a well, whoſe branches run 
« gyer the wall. The archers have ſorely grieved him, 
e and ſhot at him, and hated him: but his bow abode 
ein ſtrength, and the arms of his hands were made 
« ſtrong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob: 
« from thence is the Shepherd, the ſtone of Iſrael; 
« eyen by the God of thy father, who ſhall help thee, 
« and by the Almighty, who ſhall bleſs thee with bleſ- 
« ſings of heaven above, bleſſings of the deep that 
« lieth under, bleſſings of the breaſt, and of the womb. 
« The bleſſings of thy father have prevailed above 
« the bleflings of my progenitors : unto the utmoſt 
« bounds of the everlaſting hills, they ſhall be on the 
& head of Joſeph, and on the crown of the head of 
« him, that was ſeparate from his brethren (5).” 

In theſe prophetic and beautiful expreſſions, ex- 
hibiting in the moſt pleaſing colours the perſonal 
character of Joſeph, and the bleſſings entailed on his 
polterity, literally fulfilled afterwards, we can perceive 
nothing but what neceſſarily ſuppoſes in Joſeph the 
greateſt innocence of heart, the moſt unimpeachable 
rectitude of conduct, and the moſt gracious accept- 
ance with his Creator. No part of his conduct is here 

| branded 


(r) Gen. 34. v. 25, 26. (s) Gen. 49. v. 22—27. 
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branded with diſgrace, with the leaſt appearance of 
the ſmalleſt guilt, or with the moſt diſtant intimation 
of reproof. | 

Bur, were the SLave-TRrane as criminal in its 
nature as It 1s pretended, were it a purſuit hateful in 
the ſight of God, and an atrocious encroachment on 
the ſacred rights of juſtice and humanity, would Jacob, 
or, rather, would God, who ſpoke by his mouth, have 
overlooked the atrocity of a crime big with ſuch an 
accumulation of guilt? Would he have engaged his 
word to be his help and protection, and to beſtow ſuch 
a plenitude of bleſſings on the crown of his head, as 
ſoon almoſt as he had concluded that Slave-contract 
we are ſpeaking of, and at the very time he was keep- 
ing in bondage ſo many millions of his fellow-creatures ? 
Would God, I ſay, or could God, without a moſt 
glaring oppoſition to the effential rights of his own 
juſtice, have acted thus in the cate of Joſeph, and at 
the ſame time rebuke his brethren, Reuben, Simeon, 
and Levi, in the ſevereſt terms, and inflict a laſting 
puniſhment on them and their poſterity (though the 
former had only one accuſation againſt him, and the 
two latter pleaded in juſtification of their violent pro- 
ceedings the revenge due to their ſiſter Dinah, and, the 
honour of their Father's houſe (z) ), had not Joſeph's 
recent conduct in reducing ſo many millions of tree 
Africans to the abject condition of Slaves, as well as 
every other tranſaction of his life, been perfectly agrec- 
able to the invariable tenor of thoſe ſacred Laws, of 
which he alone was the Author and Judge ? 

To every one of theſe queſtions there is but one 
direct anſwer ; which, as it muſt neceſſarily be in the 
negative, muſt of conſequence evince to the meaneſt 
| capacity 


(t) Gen. 34. v. 1, 30, 31. 
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capacity, that the SLAVE- TRADE has the wann 


ſanction of God in its ſupport. 

XXIV. I wiLL not conceal, or even diſguiſe, in 
favour of the Cauſe I have eſpouſed, what, I appre- 
hend, will be objected to the argument I have ju 
enforced, from the Scriptural account of Joſeph's ex- 
tenſive purchaſe of African Slaves. —It will be — 
I preſume, that Joſeph's purchaſe was not a forcible 
purchaſe; that the Egyptians, whom he bought, of- 
tered themſelves of their own accord, and deſired he 
would buy them at a certain price (v); and that, of 
courſe, the free and voluntary ceſſion they made of 
their liberties . and perſons juſtified Joſeph's con- 
duct, and rendered his contract juſt and valid, 
without i injuring the natural rights of juſtice: and hu- 
manity ; which being far otherwiſe in the uſual prac- 
tice of the SLave-TraDE, in which perſons are fold 
and bought without their conſent, the inferences drawn 
in vindication of that Trade from the practice of Jo- 
ſeph, can have no weight of conviction in ſupport of 
the SLAVE-TRA DR. No one, I truſt, will tax me with 
partiality to my Cauſe from the ſtatement of this ar- 
gument againſt myſelf: 1 have given it, I think, all 
the weight it is able to carry: how much it will weigh 
in the ſcale of ſound and unprejudiced reaſon, will . 
appear from the following conſiderations. 

XXV. 4. I can by no means allow, that Joſeph's 
purchaſe of Pharaoh's ſubjects was not a forcible pur- 
chaſe in fact, and in ſtrictneſs of language. It is true, 
the Egyptians themſelves, without any apparent expli- 
cit propoſal on the part of Joſeph, deſired him to buy 
them for bread: but did they ever think of making 
that offer, whilſt they had _ bread to eat, or any 

E means 
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means left for buying or procuring it? Did not Joſeph , 
himſelf, prior to that offer, pave, as it were, the wa 
to it, by engroſſing all the corn in the land of Egypt, 
and by felling it to them for money and cattle, till 
they had neither money nor cattle to give in exchange ? 
— Let us hear how they addreſs themfelves to him: 
their petition will beit explain, how far their offer may 
be called voluntary on their part.“ They came un- 
to him the ſecond year, ſays the ſacred Writer, and 
« {ard unto him: We will not hide it from my Lord, 
„ how that our money is ſpent; my Lord alſo hath 
% our herds of cattle : there is not aught left in the 
fight of my Lord, but our bodies and our lands. 
* Wherefore ſball we die before thine eyes, both we 
«and our land? Buy us and our land for bread, and 
« we and our land will be ſervants unto Pharaoh; and 
« give us feed, that wwe may live and not die, that the 
« land be not deſolate.” 

Is this the language of perſons, who freely, volun- 
tarily, of their own accord, and without any compul- 
ſion whatever, offer themſelves to ſale? Is it not evi- 
dent from the very words of their own addreſs, that, 
finding themſelves reduced to the laſt extremity of in- 
digente, and ſceing nothing before their eyes but in- 
evitable death or ſlavery, they were forced, through 
dread of the former, to ſubmit to the latter? And 
can there be a more forcible contract, than that which 
is made only through fear of death, only to avoid in- 
evitable death? — The ceſſion then made by the 
Egyptians of their liberties and perſons, was neither 
in fact, nor in ſtrictneſs of language, nor, indeed, in 
conformity with the Scriptural account of the circum- 
ſtances attending it, a tree and voluntary ceſſion. Had 

not theretore Joſeph had better grounds in the princi- 


ples of his Natural Religion, ot which he was a moſt 
ſtrict 
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ſtrict obſerver, to aſſure himſelf of the juſtice of his 
contract, the ceſſion of the Egyptians, torcible in the 
{tricteſt propriety of the word, would never have ten- 
dered his Contract juſt and valid in the ſight of 
God. 

2. But even granting, for a moment, that the Egyp- 
tians did really make a free and voluntary ceſſion of 
their liberties and perſons; I do not fee, upon what 
principle of reaſon their ceſſion could juſtify Joſeph's 
conduct and make his purchaſe lawful, if, as it is ſo 
confidently aſſerted, the SLave-Trape be eſſentially 
unjuſt and illicit in its own nature. For, if to pur- 
chaſe thoſe of our own ſpecies be highly criminal in 
icſelf, be an unjuſt invaſion on the rights of juſtice 
and humanity, and directly oppoſite to the Sacred Laws 
of Nature, how 1s it poſſible ro conceive, that any 
ceſſion whatever of the party to be purchaſed ſhould 
make that juſt and lawful in the ſight of God, which 
by his unalterable eternal laws is eſſentially the very 
reverſe? Can human agreements dilpenſe in the laws 
of God? Whatever is eſſentially unjuſt and illicit to 
purchaſe, muſt be as eſſentially unjuſt and illicit to 
ſell. The objection then grounded on the pretended 
voluntary ceſſion of the Egyptians, however plauſible 
it may appear at firſt, is utterly inconcluſive and ill 
founded. 

XX VI. I could eaſily produce a greater number of 
diſtinguiſhed Characters within this period of the Law 
of Nature, whoſe uniform manner of acting, with 
reference to the preſent ſubject, would afford me an 
additional number of arguments in vindication of the 
SLAVE-TRADE., But as the Sacred Book, where thoſe 
great Patterns of every religious and ſocial virtue are 
exhibited, is in every body's hands, and, as I have 
tufficiently demonſtrated, I think, from the Scriptural 
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account of two of the moſt eminent Characters with- 
in the ſame period, that the SLave-T Rape has the in- 
diſputable ſanction of Divine Authority, and is in ex- 
act conformity with the principles of the Law of Na- 
ture, as delineated in the Sacred Writings of the Word 
of God, I ſhall now proceed to demonſtrate in the 
ſubſequent Section, that it is equally conformable to 


the principles of the Molaic Law. 


SECTION 


37 ] 
SECTION HI. 


Scriptural Reſearches on the licitneſs of the Slave-Trade, 
ſhewing its conformity with the principles of the A. 
ſaic Law delineated in the Sacred Writings. 


I. HE Moſaic Law, called alſo the Written 
Law, and the Moſaic Diſpenſation, ſucceed- 

ed the Diſpenſation of the Law of Nature: not, as 
if, by the publication of the former (a), the latter had 
been totally abrogated, or ſuffered the leaſt relaxation 
in any of its Jaws, which are of perpetual obligation ; 
but becauſe the Almighty willing to eſtabliſh a Cove- 
nant with his Choſen People, the Children of Iſrael, 
added to the former obligations ſuch other ſtatutes, 
Laws, and ceremonies, as were to diſtinguiſh them 
from every other Nation in the World, This Law 
is very frequently called, even in Scripture, the Law 
of Moſes (5), and Moſes is aid to have been the Law- 
giver or the Legiſlator of the Children of Iſrael z not 
becauſe it was framed by him, but becauſe the Al- 
mighty delivered it to them through his miniſtry, and 
he committed it to writing. How long this Law was 
in force from the firſt promulgation of it, has been the 
ſubject of much inquiry among the Learned: but, 
without entering now into a critical diſcuſſion of this 
controverted point, we may ſafely venture to fix that 
period, without either advantage or prejudice to the 
Subject of our Reſearches, to the time of the Apoſtles 
Council held ar Jeruſalem, in which the Law of Cir- 
cumciſion and other Legal obleryances were, by an 
expreſs 


(a) Exod, c. 29, &c. 


(5) Joſh, c. 8. v. 31, 32. Ibid. 23. 6. I. Kings, 3. 3. 
II. Kings, 23, 25. 
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expreſs Decree of that Council, declared unneceſſary 
to Salvation, and conſequently of no further obliga- 
tion (c). This Council, according to the computa. 
tion of Archbiſhop Uſher, was held in the Year of the 
World 4055; and as the Law was promulged in the 
Year 2513, according to the chronological computa- 
tion of the ſame Author; it follows, that the Law of 
Moſes, or the Moſaic Diſpenſation, continued in force 
1542 Years. 

IT. Now, before JI proceed to ſhew, that the Laws 


and Principles of this ſccond Divine Diſpenſation of 


Religion, not only never prohibited the SLave-T Rar, 
bur gave, on the contrary, a poſitive ſanction to the 
proſecution of it; I judge neceſſary to apprize the 
Reader, that the arguments I mean to enforce in vin- 
dication of the SLave-Trane, as confined to this 
ſecond period of true Religion, ſhall be ' entirely 
grounded on ſuch written laws and principles of inter- 
nal moral rectitude, as conſtituted the true morality of 
that Religion and not on ſuch Legal obſervances and 
practices, as were peculiar to it, and conftituted only 
the ritual, typical, or ceremonial part of its frame. 
The following deciſive inſtances of the former ſort, 
will, withour producing others, be ſufficient, I hope, 


to eſtabliſh my aſſertion beyond the power of reply. 


EXODUS. 

TIT. Ir is fingular enough, that the very firſt Law, 
or Judgement, in the Scripture language, enacted by 
God himſelf immediately after he had delivered the 
Ten Commandments to his People, ſhould be reſpect- 
ing the SLAVE-TRADFE ; and that alſo with the addi- 
tional circumſtance of not reſtraining them from pur- 


chaſing their own brethren, their own fleſh and blood ! 
 «& Theſe 


(e) Adds, 15 1, &c, 
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« Theſe are the judgements, ſays God to Moſes, which 
e thou ſhalt fer before them. If thou buy an Hebrew 
« Servant, fix years he ſhall ſerve, and in the ſeventh 
« he ſhall go out free for nothing. If he came in by 
« himlelf, he ſhall go out by himſelf; if he were 
e married, then his wife ſhall go out with him. If 
„% his Maſter have given him a wife, and ſhe have 
« borne him ſons and daughters; the wife and her 
« children ſhall be her Maſter's, and he ſhall go out 
« by himſelf (d).“ 2 
IV. HERx, it is evident in the firſt place, that, how- 
ever limited the time was of the Slavery of an He- 
brew, he was yet in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word a 
true and real Slave for the time; for he was his Maf- 
ter's property, bought for a certain price; and his 
Maſter, on this account, had an undoubted right and 
power to ſell him again to another perſon before the 
expiration of that time. But, were the SLAVE-TRAPDE, 
or the purchaſing of thoſe of our own ſpecies, and 
dealing in human fleſh, a purſuit of that heinous and 
crying nature, as to be eſſentially unlawful, eſſentially 
incompatible with the principles of reaſon, nature, and 
true Religion, would God, Juſtice and Sanctity itſelf, 
have authorized the practice of it with ſo poſitive, fo 
manifeſt, ſo explicit a ſanction, I do not ſay for the 
ſpace of ſix years, but even for a ſingle moment, at 
the very time he was making his Holy Covenant witl: 
his choſen People, and teaching them the very prin- 
ciples of true Religion ? | 
AGain : the Hebrew, thus bought by his Brother, 
and reduced to the condition of a Slave, under the 
exprels ſanction of God, was a Child of the Circum- 
ciſion: now, Circumciſion, under the Moſaic Difpen- 
lation, was a ſolemn, religious Rite, anſwering that of 
Baptiſm 


(4) Exod. c. 21. v. 1—4. 
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Baptiſm in the Chriſtian Law : it was a token of the 
Covenant between God and his People (e), as eſſen- 
tially requiſite in every male perſon, who hoped for 
acceptance with God (f), as is Baptiſm in the Cove- 
nant of the New Law. If then, notwithſtanding; the 
prerogative of Circumciſion, which made the profeſ- 
fors of the Moſaic Law true Children of God, true 
believers, and members of his Church, a free circum- 
ciſed Iſraelite was ſtill ſubject to the law of human 
bondage or ſlavery, and that even under the dominion 
of one of his own Communion and Church; from 
what maxim or principle of true Religion and juſtice 
does it follow, that a Slave, once admitted into the 
Covenant of the New Law, acquires by his admiſſion 
a right to his emancipation from human bondage? that 
is, a right to deprive his Maſter of his property? 

In fine; it is manifeſt from the very letter of the 
Law juſt quoted, that, even in the Caſe of an Hebrew 
reduced to the condition of a Slave for a limited time, 
the Maſter's purchaſe of that Slave was ſo eſſentially 
juſt and lawful in every part of it, that, though, by 
an eſpecial ordinance of God peculiar to that People 
only, the Slave was to be releaſed from bondage in 
the ſeventh year, or the year of the Jubilee; yet the 
right of property, acquired by that purchaſe, was de- 
clared by God to be ſo veſted in the Maſter, that, if 
the Maſter had given a wife to his Slave, that is, if the 
Slave had married a wife during the time of his ſervi- 
tude with the conſent of his Maſter, both ſhe and her 
children, it he had any by her, became the. Maſter's 
property for ever: in which Caſe, it is worth obſer- 
ving, that the Slave thus emancipated, though a mem- 
ber of the true Church, was ordered to go out by him- 
elf, and leave his wife and children behind.—A ſepa- 
14 ration 
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ration this between huſband and wife, father and chil- 
dren, well deſerving the particular attention of every 
religious and humane advocate for African Liberty 
And can any one after this entertain the moſt diſtant 
doubt on the licitneſs of the SLave-Tx ans, fo poſi- 
tively, ſo unequivocally, fo ſtrongly authorized by this 


written ordinance of the Word of God? 


LETT 4606 
V. Tur farther I proceed in my Sctiptural Re- 
ſearches, the ſtronger the Evidences appear to me in 


favour of the SLave-Trape. Indeed, I have every 


encouragement given me in this Sacred Book of Levi- 
Ticus to advance a ſtep farther, and maintain, that 
the SLave-TRapz, has not only the ſanction of Divine 
Authority in its ſupport, but was allo poſitively en- 
couraged (I had almoſt ſaid, commanded ) by that 
Authority, under the Diſpenſation of the Moſaic Law. 
The following plain and explicit words of one of the 
laws reſpecting that Trade, and regiſtered in this 
Book, can admit of no other conſtruction. 

« Both thy bond- men and bond-maids, ſays the Su- 
c preme Law-giver, which thou ſhalt have, ſhall be 
c of the heathen that are round about you; of them 
ee ſhall ye buy bond- men and bond-maids. More- 
de over, of the Children of the Strangers that do ſo- 
« journ among you; of them ſhall ye buy; and of 
« their families that are with you, which they begat 
& in your land: and they ſhall be your poſſeſſion. 
« And ye ſhall take them as an inheritance for your 
& children after you to inherit them for a poſſeſſion 
« they ſhall be your bond- men for ever (g).” 

VI. Ir there be meaning in language, or ſenſe in 
words, here is certainly a Law enacted by Divine Au- 
thority, which does not only give a molt poſitive and 

unexceptionable 


(z) Leviticus, C. 25. Vs 44—45. 
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unexceptionable ſanction to the licitneſs of the SLave- 
1's apt, but ſeems farther to lay, as it were, an injunc- 


tion on the Children of Iſrael to proſecute that Fraf- 


fic under no other reſtriction whatever, but that of 
confining their purchaſes of perpetual Slaves to the 
heathen round about them, and the Strangers, that ſo- 
journed among them; for the words of the Law-giver 
evidently imply more than a mere permiſſion or leave : 
He does not fay, ſpeaking of the Heatlien and Sojour- 
ners, Of them May ye buy bond men and bond-maids, 
but, of them SHALL ye buy bond. men and bond-maids. 

Acain: the words of this Law, and they are the 
words of God, do expreſsly declare, that Slaves thus 
purchaſed from the Heathen and Sojourners among 
them, thall be the Pee ion, that is, the real and law- 
ful property, of the purchaſers : a property fo ſtrictly 
their own, that they ſhall bequeath it to their Chil- 
dren at their death, as a part of their juſt and lawful 
inheritance, a part of their paternal eſtate, an eſtate 
for ever, for they ſhall be your bond. men for ever, lays 
the Law: that is, an hereditary eſtate with all the 
emoluments ariſing from it; and, conſequently, with 
all the children born from them, agrecably to the te- 
nour of that Law of Exopvs, which has been explain- 
ed in the IV Number of this Szcriov; for other- 
wile the children of a Heathen Slave or a Stranger 
would have enjoyed a privilege, which an Hebrew 
Slave was denied, though a Slave only for a limited 
time, 

VII. From this moſt deciſive, moſt explicit, and 
irrefragable authority of the Written Word of God, 
viſibly encouraging the proſccution of the SLAVE- 
Tap, and declaring in the moſt categorical lan- 

u2ge that words can deviſe, that a Slave is the rea], 
indiſputable, and lawful property of the purchaſer and 
his heirs for ever, it neceſſarily follows by force of 

15 1 conſequence, 
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conſequence, that either the SLave-Trave muſt be in 
its own intrinſic nature a juſt and an honeſt Trade, and 
by no means deſerving thoſe harſh epithets and names 
with which it is fo frequently branded and degraded 
or, that, if it does ſtill deſerve thoſe odious names and 
epithets in conſequence of its intrinſic turpitude and 
immorality, the Almighty did ſo far forget himſelf, 
when he made the above Law, as to patronize a mani- 
teſt injuſtice, encourage a moſt criminal violation of 
his other laws, and give his ſacred ſanction to what 
humanity itſelf muſt for ever abhor and deteſt. —As 
there can be no medium betwixt theſe two unavoidable 
inferences, and the latter is one of the moſt daring 
blaſphemies that the human heart can conceive, I leave 
the religious Reader ro judge for himſelf, which fide 
of the Queſtion is the ſafeſt to embrace. | 


0 $$ U” 

VIII. Tre prudent and well concerted ſtratagem of 
the inhabitants of Gibeon, with all the circumſtances 
attending its final iſſue, ſo minutely deſcribed in the 
IX" Chapter of this Sacred Book, will, when viewed 
in its proper light, add no ſmall weight of Authority to 
the jultice of the SLave-Trapz. The Scriptural ac- 
count of this entertaining tranſaction, long as it may 
appear to fome, cannot well be contracted, without 
injuring its beautiful texture: the following is a literal 
tranſcript of it. 

v. 3. And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard 
what Joſhua hid done unto Jericho, and to Ai, 

4. They did work wilily, and went and made as if 
they had been Ambaſſadors, and took old ſacks up- 
on their aſſes, and wine-bottles, old, and rent and 
bound up: 

5. And old ſhoes, and clouted upon their feet, and old 
garments upon them: and all the bread of their 


proviſion was dry and mouldy, 
F 2 6. And 
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6. And they went to Joſhua, unto the Camp of Gilgal, 


and ſaid unto him, and to the men of Iſrael: we 
be come from a far country; now therefore make ye 
a league with us. 

7. And the men of Iſrael ſaid unto the Hivites: per- 
adventure ye dwell among us, and how ſhall we 
make a league with you ? 

8. And they ſaid unto Jothua: we are thy ſervants, 
And Jolhua ſaid unto them; who are ye? and from 
whence come ye? 

9. And they ſaid unto him: from a very far country 
thy ſervants are come, becaule of the name of the 
Lord thy God; for we have heard of the fame of 
him, and all that he did in Egypt, 

10. And all that he did to the two Kings of the Amo- 
rites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon King of 
Heſhbon, and to Og King of Baſhan, which was at 
A | 

. Wherefore our Elders and all the Inhabitants of 


.. our country ſpake to us, ſaying: take victuals with 


you for the journey, and go to meet them, and ſay 
unto them: we are your ſervants: therefore now 
2 ye a league with us. 

This our bread we took hot for our vroviſien 0 out 
wt gur houles, on the day we came forth to go unto 
OW but now behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy. 

And theſe bottles of wine which were filled, were 
ew; ; and behold, they be rent; and theſe our gar- 

ments and our ſhoes are become old, by reaſon of 
the very long journey, 
4. And the men took of their victuals, and aſked not 
counſel at the mouth of the Lord. 


15. And Jothua made peace with them, and made a 


league with them, to let them live: and the Princes 
of the Congregation {ware unto them. 
16. And 
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16. And it came to paſs at the end of three days, after 
they had made a league with them, that they heard 
that they were neighbours, and that they dwelt among 
them. 

17. And the Children of Iſrael journeyed, and came 
into their Cities on the third day : now their Cities 

were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and 
Kiriath-jearim. 

18. And the Children of Iſrael ſmote them not, becauſe 
the Princes of the Congregation had ſworn unto 
them by the Lord God of Iſrael: and all the Con- 
gregation murmured againſt the Princes, 

19. But all the Princes ſaid unto all the Congregation 
We have ſworn unto them by the Lord God of 
Iſrael: now therefore we may not touch them. 

20, This we will do them ; we will even let them live, 
left wrath be upon us, becauſe of the oath which we 
ſware unto them. 

21. And the Princes ſaid unto them: let them live 
(but let them be hewers of wood, and drawers of 
water unto all the Congregation), as the Princes had 
promiſed them. 

22. And Joſhua called for them, and he ſpake unto 
them, ſaying: wherefore have ye beguiled us, ſaying, 
We are very far from you? when ye dwell among 
us. 

23. Now therefore ye are curſed, and there ſhall none 
of you be freed trom being bond-men, and hewers 
of wood, and drawers of water for the houſe of my 
God, 

24. And they anſwered Joſhua, and ſaid : becauſe it 
was certainly told thy ſervants, how that the Lord 
thy God commanded his ſervant Moſes to give you 
all the land, and to deſtroy all the inhabitants of the 


land from before you, therefore we were ſore _— 
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of our lives, becauſe of you, and have done this 
thing. | 
25. A0 now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it 
ſeemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us, do. 

26. And ſo did he unto them, and delivered them out 
of the hand of the Children of Iſracl, and they flew 
them not. | 

27. And Joſhua made them that day hewers of wood, 
and drawers of water for the Congregation, and for 
the Altar of the Lord, even unto this day, in the 
place which he ſhould chuſe. 

IX. Tre following obſervations ſeem to ariſe ſpon- 
taneouſly from the circumſtances related in this in- 
tereſting portion of Scripture, 

1. The Gibeonites were in the number of thoſe in- 
habitants of the Land of Canaan, who, by the expreſs 
command of God, were to be utterly proſcribed, and 
driven out of. the Land, by the Children of Iſrael: 
Thou ſhalt make no covenant with then, nor with their 
Gods, ſaid the Almighty to his People; they ſhall not 
&we'l in thy Land (h). . 

2. To ward this impending doom, of which they 
were well apprized, as appears from their reply to 
Joſhua, they had recourſe to a ſtratagem, which, for 
want of Joſhua conſulting the divine Oracle, ſucceeded 
to the utmoſt of their wiſhes; for they made a league, 
and a treaty of peace and amity with Joſhua and his 
People ; and by virtue of this National Treaty, which 
was confirmed to them with the ſolemn ſanction of an 
oath, and never annulled, but rather ratified in the 
ſequel by God himſelf, they were exempted from the 

neral doom, and became in every ſenſe of the word 
free allies and friends to the Children of Ifrael.—In- 
deed, the ſentiments of Religion and humility, ſo 
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viſible both in their firſt addreſs and their reply to Jo- 


ſhua's charge, and their not joining in the general 
league of the neighbouring Kings, who all combined 
with one accord to fight againſt Iſrael (i), ſpeak a ſenſe 
of repentance, which might have induced the Al- 
mighty to reverſe his ſentence, and ſuffer their ſtrata- 
gem to ſucceed. 

. As ſoon as this was diſcovered, we find, that 
the Gibeonites were all conſigned by Joſhua to per- 
petual Slavery, «to this day; that is, with all their 
poſterity; notwithſtanding the ſentence of proſcrip- 
tion, the only one that the Almighty had pronounced 
againſt them, and was to be executed by Joſhua, had 
been entirely reverſed; notwithſtanding they had eve- 
ry claim, by virtue of the recent Treaty they had fo 
ſolemnly concluded with him and his people, to all 
the privileges and franchiſes of tree Allies. 

X. To lay, that the ſentence of death pronounced 
againſt the Gibeonites in ſeveral places of Scripture (), 
was afterwards changed by the Almighty into that of 
perpetual and hereditary bondage or ſlavery, is to ad- 
vance what is never to be found in any part of the 
Sacred Records; from the whole tenour of which it 
appears manifeſt, that the perpetual bondage, to which 
they were configned with all their poſterity, was the 
ſole act and deed of Joſhua, ſuggeſted apparently by 
the Princes of the Congregation of Iſrael, who, pri- 
or to Joſhua's curſe upon them, in order to ſilence the 
murmurs of the multitude, had declared their inten- 
tion of employing the Gibeonites in the ſervile occu- 
pation of hewers of wood, and drawers of water unto 
all the Congregation. 

Now, had Joſhua's ſentence of perpetual bade 
been only a commutation of that of death, to which 

the 
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the Almighty had condemned the Gibeonites, had it 
not been lawful in itſelf, on other accounts, to reduce 
the innocent as well as the guilty to the condition of 
Slaves; the ſentence of perpetual bondage pronoun- 
ced by Joſhua, ought, one would imagine, to have 
extended no farther, than the perſons of the Gibeonites 
then living, any more than did the ſentence of death, 
in lieu of which that of perpetual bondage is ſaid to 
have been ſubſtituted. The flavery then of their in- 
nocent poſterity, at leaſt, cannot be ſaid to have been 
in lieu of death, to which certainly they had never 
been condemned, 

IT being therefore evident from the uniform tenour 
of the Sacred Writings, that neither the reduction of 
the Gibeonites then living, nor that of their guiltlels 
deſcendants, yet unborn, to perpetual Slavery, was 
ever condemned by any mark or intimation whatever 
of God's diſpleaſure, but manifeſtly ratified in the ſe- 
quel by ſeveral undoubted aſſurances of his divine 
approbation ; it is eaſy to conclude, whether the re- 
ducing of the innocent as well as the guilty part of our 
fellow-creatures to the condition of Slaves, or even 
to hereditary bondage or Slavery, be in its own na- 
ture licit or illicit, criminal or juſt. 

XI. As a mark of the Almighty's undoubted ap- 
probation of Joſhua's conduct in the tranſaction juſt 
before us, we find in the continuation of this hiſtory 
(/), that He even ſecured to his People the poſſeſſion 
of theſe Slaves, and their poſterity, by a moſt ſignal 
victory, which he enabled them to obtain over five 
Kings of the Amorites; who, in conſequence of the 
Gibeonites having made a league and a treaty of peace 


with Joſhua and his People, joincd all their forces 


againſt them, and made a vigorous attempt to invade 
this 


(/) Joſh. c. 10. 
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this new acquiſition of the Children of Iſrael. The 
exertions of his divine power for ſecuring to his Peo- 

le this new acquired property of Slaves were ſo won- 
derfully great, that he even fought in Perſon againſt 
the invaders; for The Lord, ſays the Sacred Writer, 
&« diſcomfitted them before Iſrael, and flew them with 
« a great ſlaughter at Gibeon, and chaſed them along 
« the way that goeth up to Bethhoron, and ſmote them 
« to Azekah, and unto Makkedah. And it came 
« to pals, as they fled from before Iſrael, and were in 
« the going down to Bethhoron, that the Lord caſt 
« down great ſtones from heaven upon them unto 
„ Azekah, and they died: they were more which died 
„ with hailſtones, than they whom the Children of 
% Iſrael flew with the ſword (m).“ 

AND, in order to render the victory ſtill more com- 
plete, and the part he took in defending the rights of 
his people over the Gibeonites more viſible to the 
whole world, he even wrought a miracle of the moſt 
ſingular kind ; for, harkning, as the Sacred Page ex- 
preſſes it, unto the voice of a Man, that is, of Joſhua, 
who, in the heat of action, ordered the Sun to ſtand ſtill 
upon Gibeon, and the Moon in the valley of Ajalon, he 
ſtayed them both about @ whole day, until the People 
had avenged themſelves upon their enemies (u), for at- 
tempting to deſtroy the inhabitants of Gibeon their 
bond-flaves. 

XII. Ir theſe wonderful atchievements of the power 
of God in favour of his choſen People in the very caſe 
of protecting the perſons, whom they had fo lately re- 
duced to perpetual and hereditary bondage, are not 
to be conſidered as ſo many evident teſtimonies of his 
divine approbation of the immediate object of the 


SLave-Trape, and a poſitive ſanction to che licitneſs 
G of 
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of it, but are ſtill conſiſtent with any intrinſic moral 
turpitude inherent to the nature of that Trade; the 
abettors of this opinion muſt neceſſarily maintain, 
that the Supreme Ruler of the Univerſe, in direct op- 
poſition to his own eſſential attributes and perfections, 
in manifeſt contradiction with his own moral laws and 
commandments, and in vindication of i]I-gotten pro- 
perty, diſplayed to the World the moſt extraordinary 
exertions of his Omnipotence, and diſturbed the very 
courſe of Nature to make it ſubſervient to the vileſt 
of purpoſes, injuſtice and oppreſſion. As the in- 
ference is as blaſphemous as it is neceſſary, the very 
mentioning of it will, I flatter myſelf, be ſufficient to 
determine the judgement of any religious and candid 
Reader in favour of the inherent moral licitneſs of the 
SLAVE-TRADE. | 

XIII. I nave, I think, ſufficiently proved from the 
Scriptural Paſſages I have produced in the ſeries of 
this Second Parr, that the Srave-TRapDe has the 
politive ſanction of Divine Authority in its ſupport, 
and is perfectly conſonant to the Principles of the 
Moſaic Diſpenſation delineated in the Sacred Writings 
of the Word of God. | 

I Have, however, this one thing to obſerve before 
I proceed to the THD PART, in order to preclude 
every avenue to groundleſs objections; that there is 
not a Place in all the Writings of the Word of God, 
whether of the Ol p or of the New TESTAMENr, that 
does ſo much as inſinuate in the moſt diſtant manner, 
that the Slaves bought either within the period of the 
Law of Nature, that of the Moſaic Diſpenſation, or that 
of the Chriſtian Law, were to ſerve during a certain 
number of years and no longer, except the Hebrew 
Slaves; who, for reaſons peculiar only to that People, 
and not applicable even to Chriſtian Slaves, _ to 

| erve 


4 1 
ſerve no longer than ſix years in the capacity of Bond- 
Slaves. In every other caſe, the words Boxp-Max, 
BonD-WOMAN, BOND-MAID, BonD-SERVANT, SERVANT 
UNDER THE YOKE, imply, in the Scripture-language, 
perpetual and unlimited bondage, bondage for life, 
both of the male and female reduced to that condition, 
and even of their poſterity or children, if they had 
any, -Nor is there one inſtance to be met with in 
the Sacred Volumes, of the manumiſſion or eman- 
cipation of a Slave of either ſex, except of the He- 
brew race, who ever obtained releaſe trom bondage, 
on account of having ſerved any determinate number of 
ears. | : 
s Tur diſmiſſion of Hagar, bond-woman to Abra- 
ham, from her Maſter's houſe, is ſo far from being an 

| Inſtance of this kind, that every circumſtance attend- 
ing her diſcharge ſcems to prove the very reverſe (o). 
She was ſent away by Abraham, at the earneſt ſolicita- 
tion of his wife Sarai, whoſe counſel the Almighty 
ordered him to follow : but the reluctance he ſhewed 
to turn her out of his houſe, when it was firſt propoſed 
to him by Sarai, for the thing was very grievous in his 

/izbt (or, according to the Original, The word was 
very bad in the eyes of Abraham), and the reaſon of her 
diſmiſſion, evidently ſhew that her diſcharge was not 
in conſequence of any contract whatever, by which ſhe 
was bound to ſerve a determinate number of years and 
no longer, there being not the leaſt intimation given 
in the Sacred Hiſtory of any ſuch contract or agree- 
ment, but becauſe her ſon's behaviour to Iſaac, the 
promiſed and-right Heir of the Family, was exceed- 
ingly odious and very alarming to Saral ; who, dreadin 
the conſequences of IſhmaePs per/ecution of young Iſaac, 
tor ſo the Apoſtle ſtyles it (p), inſiſted on his being 
caſt out together with his mother Hagar. 

G 2 XIV. Tus 
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XIV. Tur Scriptural acceptation and extent of the 
word Bonpace, and the relatives to it, being thus 
fixed and aſcertained from the very letter and uniform 
tenour of Scripture itſelf, no arguments whatever, 
grounded on the true and real ſenſe in which that word 
and its relatives are uſed in the Sacred Page, will ever 
evince, that a Slave, within the period of any of the 
Three Diſpenſations of true Religion mentioned in the 
Sacred Annals of the Word of God, not born an He- 
brew, was ever bound by contract or otherwiſe to ſerve 
only a limited number of years, at the expiration of 
which he obtained his freedom, and was left at liberty 
to chuſe for himſelf. 


SECTION 
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SECTION III. 


Scriptural Reſearches on the licitneſs of the Slave-Trade, 
ſhewing its conformity with the principles of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation delineated in the Sacred Writ- 

ings. 


I. HE Chriſtian Diſpenſation, - called frequent- 
ly the Chriſtian Law, the Law of Chriſt, the 
Chriſtian Religion, the Law of Grace, the New Law, 
and the New Covenant or the New Teſtament, is that 
molt ſublime and perfect Syſtem of Faith and Mora- 
lity, which the Eternal Wiſdom of the Father, Chrilt 
Jeſus our Lord, both preached in Perſon, and ſealed 
with his precious blood. As this New Law and Goſ- 
pel of ſalvation is to remain in full force until the 
conſummation of all things, or till time ſhall be no 
more, it is not in the power of any creature to aſcer- 
tain the exact time of its duration and exiſtence from 
the firſt promulgation of it; for Of tbat day, and 
that hour knoweth no man, no not the Angels which are 
in heaven, neither the Son, but the FaTaER (a). : 
IT. Txz principal tranſactions relative to this New 
Law are regiſtered in the ſeveral inſpired Writings, 
that compole the Sacred Volume commonly ſtyled 
Taz NEW TxSTAMENT. The principles and moral 
duties of perpetual obligation reſpecting Right and 
Wrong, Juſtice and Injuſtice, regiſtered in this Sacred 
Volume, being evidently dictated by the HoLy SpIRIr 
of God, and God himſelf, cannot conſiſtently with 
the eſſential infallibility of his eternal Wiſdom, bear 
the leaſt oppoſition to the principles and moral duties 
of perpetual obligation reſpecting, in like manner, 
Right and Wrong, Juſtice and Injuſtice, dictated by — 


(a) Mark, C. I;. v. 38. 
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ſame infallible Spixir, and regiſtered in the ſeveral 
inſpired Writings, that compole the Sacred Volume 
commonly ſtyled TE OLD TzsTamenT, comprehend. 
ing ſuch tranſactions, as relate to both the Natural 
and the Moſaic Laws. Were it poſſible to be other- 
wile, God would not be conſiſtent with himſelt, and 
the Religion of the New Teſtament, inſtead of be- 
ing the perfection and accompliſhment, would be the 
reproach and condemnation of both the former Laws, 
Natural and Moſaic, on the truth of which its very 
exiſtence depends. Ll 
III. From this undeniable poſition it follows neceſ- 
farily, that, as the Writings of both the Teſtaments 
have the ſame weight of Authority, eſſentially inca- 
pable of contradicting itſelf, in ſupport of thole prin- 
ciples and deciſions, enacted and regiſtered in their 
teſpective Records, concerning the intrinſic morality 
or immorality of human actions, whatever is declared 
in the One to be intrinſically good or bad, juſt or un- 
juſt, licit or illicit, muſt inevitably be ſo according to 
the principles of the Other. —If, therefore, the SLave- 
TRADE appears, as, I truſt, it does, from the preced- 
ing train of Scriptural arguments, in perfect harmony 
with the principles and deciſions of the Word of God, 
regiſtered in the Sacred Writings of the Old Jeſta- 
ment, reſpecting the intrinſic nature of that Trade, 
this, of courſe, can bear no oppoſition to, but muſt. 
neceſſarily be in equal perfect harmony with, the prin- 
ciples and deciſions of the Word of God reſpecting 
Right and Juſtice, regiſtered in the Sacred Writings of 

the New. | 
Tuis general but forcible argument, were it even 
unſupported by any collateral evidences from the 
Writings of the New Teſtament, would be fully ſuffi- 
cient to verify my third and laſt aſſertion * 
the 
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the Licitneſs of the SLave-Trapre, as perfectly con- 
formable to the principles of the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
ſation, | 

IV. I Have been the more particular in bringing 
this laſt part of my Scriptural Reſearches to this cen- 
tral point. of view, as I have more than one reafon to 
apprehend, that ſeveral of my Readers will be apt to 
imagine, that, by the eſtabliſhment of the Chriftian 
Religion, the Law of Moſes was wholly, aboliſhed and 
annulled in every part of it, and to every intent and 
purpoſe, both typical and moral, of its original in- 
ſtitution; and that, of courſe, the arguments drawn 
in vindication of the SLave-TRape from the Writ- 
ings of the Old Teſtament, can have no weight of 
conviction or authority with perſons, who are ſubject 
to no other Laws and Ordinances, but-thoſe of a Diſ- 
penſation, by which that was entirely laid aſide. 

V. Taur as this aſſertion is with reſpect to the ri- 
tual, typical, and ceremonial part of the Moſaic Law, 
which, in this ſenſe, is now utterly aboliſhed, and no 
longer obligatory to the Profeſſors of the Goſpel, it 
is not leſs erroneous and falſe with reſpect to thoſe 
fundamental principles of righteouſneis enacted in 
that Law, which relate to the intrinſic morality -or 
immorality, licitneſs or illicitneſs of human actions; 
which, from the invariable nature of Right and Wrong, 
Juſtice and Tijuſtice, muſt be of perpetual obligation, 
and as unchangeable as God himſelf z who never did, 
nor ever could alter by any Diſpenſation whatever 
thoſe eternal principles and laws, which are the very 
baſis and foundation of true Religion, and conſe- 
quently of the Religion of Chriſt, 

We have no leſs an authority in confirmation of this 
indiſputable Doctrine, than the very words of the Son 
of God, who, in that divine Sermon on the Mount, 
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in which he gave his Diſciples a moſt minute and cir- 
cumſtantial account of the principles and tenets of his 
Goſpel, condemned the above erroneous opinion in the 


moſt explicit terms, and forbade them even to think 


of it: Think not, ſaid he, that I am come to deſtroy 
the Law or the Prophets; I am not come to deſtroy but 
to fulfil (b). 

Ir was on the principle of this Doctrine of the Son 
of God, and on purpole to guard againſt every excep- 
tion to arguments drawn from the Writings of the Old 
Teſtament in favour of the SLave-T Rape, which ſome 
perſons would be apt to make in conſequence of the 
above erroneous opinion, that I eſpecially apprized the 
Reader in the II“ Number of the laſt Section, that 
the arguments I meant to enforce in that Section in 
vindication of that Trade, would be entirely grounded, 
as they certainly are, on ſuch written and explicit laws 
and principles of interna] moral rectitude, as conſti- 
tuted the true morality of the Moſaic Diſpenſation, 
and not on ſuch Legal obſervances and practices, as 
were peculiar to it, and conſtituted only the ritual, 
typical, or ceremonial part of its frame. | 
VI. Tur permanent and indefectible authority of 


the Old Teſtament, and the neceſſary conformity of 


the New with the principles and declarations of the 


former reſpecting the intrinſic nature of Right and 


IWrone, Juſtice and Tnjuſtice, being thus firmly eſta- 
dliſhed and aſcertained ; I ſhall now proceed, for ar- 
gument's ſake, to ſubſtantiate in a more particular 
manner the merits of the preſent Controverſy with re- 
ference to the principles and tenets of the New Teſ- 
tament; which, from the unanſwerable, though ge- 
neral, argument juſt enforced, appears already to give 
a ſanction to the licirneſs of the Srave-Trape, the 
utrinfic morality of which is ſo evidently TOR 
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by thoſe invariable principles and deciſions of the Old, 
with which, as proved before, it muſt neceſſarily 
ree. 

VI. THar there is nothing in the Writings of the 
New Teſtament, that can be produced in juſtification 
of the SLave-Trape, has been confidently aſſerted by 
many; and from this ſuppoſed filence of the Inſpired 
Writers, they have as confidently concluded, chil the 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity are not juſtifiable in proſe- 
cuting a Trade, which, not having, in their opinion, 
the Sanction of the New Teſtament, muſt of courle 
be eſſentially oppoſite to the principles of true Chriſti- 
anity, which forbids in the moſt explicit rerms, and 
under the ſevereſt puniſhments, all acts of injuſtice, 
unnaturalneſs, and oppreſſion, 

VIII. Tre ſtronger this inference, founded indeed 
on a falſe ſuppoſition, appears to the advocates for 

African Liberty againſt the licitneſs of the SLave- 


Trape, the more powerful the following arguments 


muſt appear to them ; which, from the ſame negative 
principle, not of ſuppoſed, but real, ſilence reſpecting 
the pretended illicitneſs of it, amounting in fact to a 
poſitive ſanction in our Caſe, ſeem manifeſtly to evince, 
that the SLave-TRape bears no oppoſition whatever to 
the principles of the Chriſtian Law. 

1. Ir the Writings of the New Teſtament mention 
nothing, as it is falſely ſuppoſed, in vindication of the 
SLAVE-TRADE, neither do they in reality and truth 
mention any thing in condemnation of it; if then the 
ſuppoſed ſilence of the Inſpired Writers reſpecting the 
licitneſs of that Trade, that is, their not mentioning 
that Trade at all, as it is ſuppoſed, can be brought as 
an argument of its moral inconſiſtency with the prin- 
ciples of true Chriſtianity z the real ſilence of the 
tame reſpecting the pretended illicitneſs of it, that is, 
their not condemning the Trade at all, though pub- 
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lickly practiſed in their time, and by the very perſons 
whom they were deputed to teach the principles and 
duties of Chriſtianity, muſt be a ſtronger argument 
by far of the inherent moral conformity of the SLave- 
Ta ab with the principles and tenets of the Religion 
of Chriſt: for it ſhews in the ſtrongeſt light, that the 
firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity, who were alſo the In- 
ſpired Writers of the New Teſtament, never conſidered 
the Srave-TRrape, or had been taught by their Mat- 
ter to conſider it, as an infraction of any of the prin- 
ciples or moral precepts of his Goſpel. 
2. In effect; this conſtant and — ſilence of the 
1 red Writers of the New Teſtament in a matter of 
ſuch public notoriety ; I mean their never diſapproving 
the practice of a Trade, in which the rights of Chriſtian 
juſtice and humanity are ſaid to be ſo materially injured, 
ought to attract the particular attention of every impar- 
tial inquirer into the merits of the preſent Controverſy. 
IT is an abſolute fact, atteſted by all Hiſtorians, both 
Sacred and Prophane, that at the very time that Chriſ- 
tianity made its appearance in the World, as well as at 
the time that the Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt were 
employed in preaching and propagating throughout 
the World his holy Goſpel and Doctrine, both before 
and after the ſame had been committed to writing, that 
is, before and after the New Teſtament was written, 
that the practice of Slavery, or the SLave-T Rane, was 
nniverſally adopted by the very Nations to whom they 
brought the glad tidings of ſalvation, and who, through 
taith, repentance, and obedience to the maxims and doc- 
trine they preached, were received into the Covenant of 
reconciliation and grace; and yet it is not leſs certain from 
the conſtant tengur of the Sacred Writings of the New 
Teitament, that deſiſting from the proſecution of the 
SLAVE-TRaDE, or manumitting thoſe who were in ac- 


tual bondage, was ncver declared by any of the Apoſ- 
f tles 
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tles or firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity to be a neceſſary 
term of Salvation or acceptance with God, or an in- 
diſpenſable duty of a follower of Chriſt, 

Bur were the Trade fo diametrically oppoſite to the 
principles of Chriſtianity, as it is aſſerted, were it a 
moſt unjuſtifiable uſurpation of the ſacred rights of 
juſtice and humanity, would the Apoſtles have ſuffer- 
ed thoſe ſacred rights to be thus invaded and trampled 
upon with impunity, without ſo much as ſignifying 
to thole, whom they were commiſſioned to reach the 
Goſpel of righteouſneſs and peace, of love and charity, 
that it was in open contradiction with the principles 
and precepts of that Goſpel? 

3. IxrIx E: this manner of reafoning to prove the 
moral conformity of the SLAVE-TRADE : with the prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, acquires a degree 
of irreſiſtible force, when applied to the conduct of 
our Bleſſed Saviour in his public character of Founder 
and Teacher of the New Law; for though he em- 
braced every opportunity of reproving in the ſevereſt 
terms ſuch irreligious abuſes as were practiſed by the 
Jews, and of rectifying ſuch falſe gloſſes, traditions, 
and comments, as had been added by them to the Law 
of Moſes; yet he never once condemned, reproved, 
or even hinted the leaſt diſapprobation of the practice 
of Slavery, ſo generally adopted in his time: no, not 
even in his Divine Sermon on the Mount, in which he 
ſpoke on ſet purpoſe of the moſt exalted duties of his 
Religion, ente goo a minute and moſt circumſtan- 
tial detail of many reciprocal offices and duties he re- 
quired of his followers, and rectified ſome abuſes, in- 
comparably leis criminal than would be that of en- 
ſaving our fellow creatures, were this practice lo very 
criminal end unjuſt as is repreſented by ſome modern 
advocates for African Liberty (c). 
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4. Tur fact is: that ſince neither the Son of God, 
being himſelf God, nor his Diſciples commiſſioned to 
teach his doctrine, could ever alter the intrinſic nature 
of Right and Wrong; once the practice of Slavery, or 
the SLAVE-TRADE, had been expreſsly declared by the 
Farnes eſſentially juſt and lawful in the Sacred Writ- 
ings of the Old Law, which the Son did not come to 
deſtroy, but to fulfil (4), it was ablolutely impoſſible, 
that either He or his Diſciples ſhould declare it unlaw- 
ful and unjuſt in the Writings of the New, the prin- 
ciples of both the Laws, reſpecting the intrinſic nature 
of Right and Wrong, Juſtice and Injuſtice, being inva- 
riably the ſame. 

Ir follows then, that the argument drawn in favour 
of the SLAvE-Trade from the conſtant ſilence of the 
Inſpired Writers of the New Teſtament reſpecting the 
pretended illicitneſs of that Trade, that is, from their 
never mentioning any thing againſt the licitneſs of it, 
which, in the circumſtances above related, would have 
been only a negative inference, though of conſiderable 
weight in vindication of it, becomes now, from this 
laſt very material circumſtance, a moſt powerful poſi- 
tive argument, ſhewing in the ſtrongeſt light, that the 
nature of the SLAvE-TRADE is perfectly conſonant to 
the principles and tenets of the Chriſtian Law. 

IX. Trxoven the argument built on the ſuppoſed 
filence of the Inſpired Writers of the New Teſtament 
reſpeCting the licitneſs of the SLAVE- TRADE, is very 
amply confuted by the preceding arguments drawn 
from the real filence of the ſame Sacred Writers rel- 
pecting the pretended illicitneſs of it, which are, in- 
deed, abundantly ſufficient to eſtabliſh beyond the 

wer of cavil or reply this laſt part of my ScriePTURAL 
NE EN yet, leſt any one ſhould till perſiſt in 
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maintaining the opinion ſo generally received, that there 
is nothing poſitive in the Writings of the New Teſta- 
ment, that can be produced in Juſtification of the 
SLAVE-TRADE, I think it expedient to ſelect one or two 
principal inſtances out of theſe Sacred Books, which, 
I flatter myſelf, will not only gratify his curiolity, but 
ſerve to convince him in the plaineſt manner, that, 
however general his opinion may be, it is not ſo evi- 
dent as he has been taught to believe. 


a 0 TEMUOTEHET 


X. AmonGs the ſeveral inſtructions given in this 
EeisTLE by St. Paul to his beloved Diſciple Timothy 
for the Government of the Church of Epheſus, of 
which he was Biſhop, there are ſome concerning the 
general duties of that part of his Flock, who were 
under the yoke of bondage or Slavery, that ſeem to 
claim our particular attention. The inſtructions, here 
alluded to, are in the VI"® Chapter of this EeisTLE, 
and are the following :— 
v. 1. Let as many ſervants as are under the yoke, 

count their own Maſters worthy of all honour, that 
the name of God, and his doctrine, be not blaſ- 
phemed. 

2. And they that have believing Maſters, let them 
not deſpiſe them, becauſe they are brethren: but ra- 
ther do them ſervice, becauſe they are faithful and 
beloved, partakers of the benefit. Theſe things teach 
and exhort. 

3. If any man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to 
wholeſome words, even the words of our Lord Jeſus 
* and to the doctrine which is according to god- 
ineſs, 

4. He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting 
about queſtions, and ſtrifes of words, whereof co- 
meth envy, ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, &c. 

XI. Tus 
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XI. Tur Apoltle in theſe words deſcribes two 
claſſes of Chriſtian Slaves, or Servants under the yoke 
of bondage: Slaves ſubject to unbelicvers, and Slaves 
ſubject to true believers or Chriſtians; and, according 
to their reſpective ſituations, he ſpecifies the general 
duties belonging to each clals. 

1. Tur former are exhorted to count their own Maſ- 
ters, though Infidels, worthy of all honour ; that is, 
they are exhorted to ſhew their Maſters, both in words 
and actions, ſuch unfeigned marks of honour, ſub- 
miſſion, and reſpect, as they have a right to claim, 
for they are worthy of all honour, from the ſuperiority 
of their rank and ſtation in life, and the authority 
they have acquired over them by the poſſeſſion of their 
perſons. The realon for enforcing ſuch dutiful de- 

rtment is very powerful: you are to exhort them, 
ſays the Apoſtle to Timothy, to behave in this beco- 
ming manner, that the name of God, and his doctrine, 
be not blaſphemed : that is, leſt the unbelieving Maſ- 
ters, ſeeing the contrary deportment in their Chriſtian 
Slaves, attribute their inſolent, diſreſpectful, and dil- 
obedient conduct, to the principles and doctrine of 
their Religion, and thus bring reproach and — 
upon b. ch. 

2. Tus latter Claſs of Chriſtian Slaves, ſubject to 
Chriſtian Maſters, are earneſtly exhorted, not only 
not to be leſs reſpectful and obſequious to the latter 
for being their brethren in Chriſt, and joint members 
with them of the ſame Commutnion and Church, as it 
they were their equals in every reſpect, but ra ſhow, 
on this very account, in thetr readineſs and zeal to 
ſerve them, a ſuperior degree of ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience to their lawtul authority; not conſidering them- 
ſelves upon a footing of natural equality with thoſe 
whole Slaves they are, though cnritied at the fame 

time 
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time to all the promiſes and ſpiritual franchiſes of true 
Believers. 

XII. From the tenour of theſe Apoſtolic inſtruc- 
tions, confirmed by many other ſimilar declarations; to 
the ſame effect, frequently occurring in the Writings 
of the New Teſtament, I am naturally led to deduce 
the following conſequences in ſupport of the licitnels 
of _ SLAVE-TRADE, 

. Ir is then evident from the Doctrine of St. Paul, 
4s Chriſtians, however entitled by Baptiſm to the 
Spiritual freedom of Children of God, and Heirs of 
heaven, ought yet, when under the yoke of human 
bondage or flavery, conſider themſelves under the 
ſtricteſt obligation of reverencing the authority of their 
Maſters, even of unbelieving Maſters, ad counting 
them worthy of all bonour. But were the SLave-I1 Rape, 
or the keeping of our tellow-creatures in bondage, 
unnatural and unjuſt, it could never be ſaid, that 
Slaves were under the leaſt obligation in conſcience to 
reverence and obey an unjuſt, an unnatural authority; 
or that their Maſters, who, by reducing them to that 
abject condition, had trampled on the Sacred rights 
of juſtice and hutnanity, were worthy of all honour, 
or, indeed, of any ſhadow of honour, but, on the 
contrary, of all diſhonour and reproach. 

2. Ir is likewiſe evident from the Apoſtle's dace 
trine, that the primitive Chriſtians were not only not 
forbidden, but expreſsly allowed by the principles of 
our Religion the purchaling of Slaves, and keeping 
their fellow-creatures, nay, even their fellow-Chriſti- 
ans, under the yoke of bondage or Slavery; and from 
the circumſtance of their Slaves being fo particularly 
cautioned not to conſider themſelves on the footing or 
natural equality with their Maſters, not to deſpiſe 
them and their authority for being their equals in all 


tpirizpal attainments and franchiſes, but to ſhow, on 
this 
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this very account, a greater degree of readineſs and 
alacrity to render them due ſervice, their Maſters are 
evidently declared to have had a juſt and indiſputable 
claim to that ſervice, as their own lawful property. 

XIII. NerTHer can it be ſaid, that this doctrine, 
perhaps, novel to ſome of my Readers, which Timo- 
thy is directed t teach and to exhort, was only the 
private opinion of Sr, Paul; for he declares to him in 
expreſs words, that it is 4 dotirine according 16 god- 
lineſs, the very doctrine of Chriſt himſelf, and not to 
be contradicted by any one, without incurring the ac- 
cumulated guilt of pride and folly with a criminal 
train of attendants: If any man, ſays he, teach 
« otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholeſome words, 
« even the words of our Lok D JESUS CHRIST, and to 
« the doctrine, which is according to godlineſs, he is 
« proud, knowing nothing, but doting about queſ- 
« tions, and ſtrifes of words, whereof cometh envy, 
« ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, &c.“ [ 

XIV. So far then from being true, that there is no- 
thing in the Sacred Writings of the New Teſtament, that 
can be produced in vindication of the SLAVE-TRAPDE, 
the palpable evidence juſt produced in juſtification of 
that Trade from the authentic words of One of the 
very principal inſpired Authors of thoſe Sacred Writ- 
ings, muſt convince every candid inquirer into the 
merits of the preſent Controverſy, that, if the Sr.ave- 
Ts ape, as demonſtrated in the two preceding Parts, 
appears ſo viſibly warranted by the Writings of the Old 
Teſtament, the ſame is not leſs evidently authorized, 
bur rather more explicitly vindicated from every ſuſpi- 
cion cf guilt and immorality by the Writings of the 
New : for, they do not only declare in formal words, 
that the teaching of the licitneſs of the SLAVE- TRADE, 
exemplified in the practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, 


is a Dottrine according to Godlineſs, and according to 
15 | wholeſome 
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wholeſome words, even the words of aur Lord Je5vus 
CHRIST, but they even ſtigmatize the Teachers of the 
contrary doctrine with epithets and appellations not of 
the molt pleaſing ſounds. 


EPISTLE To PHILEMON. 

XV. PriLEMoOn, to whom St. Paul addreſſes this 
affectionate Epiſtle, was a rich Coloſſian, and a Chriſ- 
tian of diſtinguiſhed merit. The character given of 
him 1n the firſt part of this Epiſtle, repreſents him as 
one of the moſt zealous and fervent Chriſtians of his 
time. His aſſiduity in promoting the intereſt of Chriſ- 
tianity in quality of Fellow-ladourer with St. Paul (e), 
his love and faith towards the Lord Jeſus, and his ge- 
nerous unbounded charity towards all the ſaints, or his 
fellow-Chriſtians (f), whom he relieved and comfort- 
ed on all occaſions (g), gained him the confidence, 
elteem, and affection of the Apoſtle and of the whole 
Church at large (G). | 

XVI. Tuis Primitive and exemplary Chriſtian had 
in his ſervice one Oxnes1Mvus, a Slave, who, as it is 
very ſtrongly intimated by St. Paul, having defrauded 
his Maſter of ſome part of his property, and knowing 
the influence the Apoſtle had over him, eloped from 
his Maſter's houſe, went to Rome, where St. Paul was 
then in priſon, was converted by him, and received 
into the Communion of the Chriſtian Church (i); and 
having by his good ſervices and chriſtian conduct, 
gained the Apoſtle's favour, he ſeems to have prevailed 
on him to write to his Maſter Philemon in his behalf. 

XVII. Taz Letter, of which Onzs1Mvs himſelf ap- 
pears to have been the Bearer, is a maſter-piece of 
eloquence, and one of the fineſt Compoſitions extant 
in the Epiſtolary kind. —_— can be more tender, 

more 
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more preſſing, more animated and perſuaſive: entrea- 
ties and authority, praiſes and recommendations, re- 
ligious motives and motives of perſonal gratitude and 
integrity, are moſt inimitably well tempered and al- 
layed together. In ſhort; almoſt every word of this 
very conciſe Epiſtle contains ſome argument or reaſon 
to effect a reconciliation between Philemon and One- 
ſimus, and to obtain from the Maſter the re- admiſſion 
of his fugitive Slave into his houſe and ſervice. 

XVIII. Tux following XIV Verſes of this elegant 
Epiltle, which ſeem to have a more immediate con- 
nexion than the reſt with the ſubject of our preſent in- 
quiry, will afford me ſufficient matter for ſuch reflec- 
tions, as will not only confirm the doctrine enforced 
in this SECT10N reſpecting the moral conformity of the 
SLave-TRADE with the principles of the Chriſtian · Diſ- 
penſation, but prevent me from proceeding any farther 
in my SCRIPTURAL RESEARCHES on this intereſting 
ſubject. 

Tux following is a literal tranſcript of the Contents 
of the Apoſtle's Letter to Philemon from the VIII 
to the XXIId Verſe. 

8. Wherefore, though I might be much bold in 
Chriſt ro enjoin thee that which 1s convenient ; 

9. Yet, for love's fake, I rather beſeech thee, being 
ſuch a one as Paul the aged, and now allo a priſoner 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 

10. I beſeech thee for my ſon Oneſimus, whom I 
have begotten in my bonds. 

11. Which in time paſt was to thee unprofitable, 
but now profitable to thee and to me: 

12. Whom I have ſent again: thou therefore re- 
ceive him, that is mine own bowels. 

13. Whom I would have retained with me, that in 
thy ſtead he might have miniſtered unto me in 28 


bonds of the Soſpel. 
14. Bot 
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14. But without thy mind would I do nothing, that 
thy benefit ſhould not be, as it were, of neceſſity, but 
willingly. 

15. For perhaps he therefore departed for a ſeaſon, 
that thou ſhouldeſt receive him for ever: 

16, Not now as a ſervant, but above a ſervant, a 
brother beloved, eſpecially ro me, but how much more 
unto thee, both in the fleſh and in the Lord? | 

17. If thou count me therefore a partner, receive 
him as myſelf. 

18. It he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee aught, 
put that on mine account. | | 

19. I Paul have written it with my own hand, I 
will repay it: albeit I do not ſay to thee, how thou 
oweſt unto me even thine own ſelf beſides : 

20, Yea, Brother, let me have joy of thee in the 
Lord; refreſh my bowels in the Lord. 

21- Having confidence in thy obedience, I wrote 
unto thee, knowing that thou wilt alſo do more than L 
lay, | | 

XIX. Tux following obvious remarks, adapted to 
the ſubject of our preſent inquiry reſpecting the moral 
licitneſs of the SLAVE-TRA DR, ſeem naturally to ariſe 
from the tenour of this ſacred portion of Scripture. 

1. The Apoſtle declares in the firſt place, that, were 
he to act in the plenitude of his Apoſtolic Commiſſion 
and Authority, without any regard to the dictates of 
his love and friendſhip for Philemon, he would not ule 
the ſtyle of a ſuppliant, as he does, but would pe- 
remptorily enjoin him to receive his fugitive Slave in- 
to his houſe and ſervice, which he is bound to do in 
decency and duty: the word Convenient in the Original 
has both theſe meanings. From which declaration it 
evidently follows, that the Apoſtle was ſo far from 
thinking, that Philemon had ated wrong or unjuſtly 
in keeping Oneſimus in bondage, when yet an unbe- 
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liever, that he aſſures him, on the contrary, he would 
act in oppoſition to his duty, or unjuſtly, in not re- 
ceiving him again, when baptized, into his houſe and 
ſervice, 

2, This declaration acquires a ſuperior degree of 
force from the circumſtance he ſubjoins to his requeſt, 
as a powerful inducement for Philemon to receive him 
again into his ſervice, This circumſtance, alluding 
to the name of Ox Es Iuus, which in Greek is the ſame 
as PROFITABLE, is both beautiful and intereſting. The 
Apoſtle owns without diſguiſe, that Oneſimus in time 
Paſt had certainly been an unprofitable, or, in Scripture- 
language, à bad Servant (&): but, as he could now 
aſſure Philemon, that he was quite reclaimed, and be- 
come profitable to both, he earneſtly ſolicits his read- 
miſſion, in order that he may be enabled to make 
amends for his paſt negligence and inatrention to his 
ſervice by his future diligence and aſſiduity.— It was 
then Oneſimus's duty to have been uſeful and profitable 
to his Maſter Philemon, whilſt under the yoke of 
ſervitude; and it was an act of manifeſt injuſtice in 
him to have been znprofiiable and of no ſervice. Phi- 
lemon then had a juſt and undoubted right to the 
ſervice of Oneſimus, as his Slave; or elſe Oneſimus 
could never have been taxed by the Apoſtle with acting 
the part of an unprofitable or bad ſervant, or with any 
gr injuſtice, for neglecting a ſervice, which Phi- 

mon had no right or title to demand. 

3. Again: to convince Philemon, how much One- 
ſimus was changed for the better ſince his elopement, 
and the great reformation that his converſion to Chriſ- 
tianity had wrought in his morals and conduct, he tells 
him, how much he was inclined himſelf to keep him in 
his own ſervice; intimating to him in this delicate and 
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gentle manner, that he could have no objection to re- 
ceive again into his ſervice a perſon ſo well qualified, 
as Oneſimus was then, to be an Apoſtle's Servant: and 
he aſſures him further, that the only reaſon that has 
prevented him from indulging his inclination to detain 
him, has been his not having had his leave and con- 
ſent for ſo doing; without which, ſays he, he would 
never attempt to deprive him of his Slave. From this 
declaration it appears in the ſtrongeſt light, how very 
ſacred and inviolable the acquired rights of Maſters 
over their Slaves, even of Chriſtian Maſters and Slaves, 
were held by St. Paul, who would not by any means 
deprive Philemon of Oneſimus, however uſeful the 
latter was to him at that time, and whatever aſcen- 
dency he had over his Maſter, without having firſt 
obtained his expreſs approbation and conſent : he 
would then, ſays he, receive Oneſimus, as a benefit 
perfectly gratuitous, as a free and voluntary gift made 
to him by Philemon of ſo valuable a part of his 
property. | 

4. Till he obtains this conſent, he ſends Oneſimus 
back to his lawful Maſter, entreating him in the moſt 
preſſing and affectionate manner, to uſe him with all 
poſſible tenderneſs and regard: to conſider him now 
as a member of the Communion of the true believers, 
and conſequently not in the character of a common 
menial Slave, but as his own brother in Chriſt, though 
ſtill his property according to the fleſh, which to him 
particularly ought to be dearer than ever, as being 
now conſecrated to God, —And leſt Philemon ſhould 
inſiſt on Oneſimus making due ſatisfaction for having 
defrauded him of his time, or other property, and 
ſhould, on that account, uſe him with ſeverity, the 
Apoſtle engages to make him full reparation, and be- 
comes himſelf reſponſible for the whole: which is a 
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manifeſt acknowledgement of Philemon's right, as the 
lawful Maſter of Oneſimus, to inflict due puniſhment 
on his SLAVE. 

XX. From theſe obſervations, ſo naturally flowing 
from the Contents of the Apoſtle's letter to Philemon, 
theſe two neceſſary conſequences feem as narurally to 
n. 

. Had St. Paul, who had been inſtructed in the 
3 of the Chriſtian Religion, not by men, but 
immediately by Chriſt himſelf (/), whoſe choſen veſſel 
he was to bear his name before the Gentiles, and Kings, 
and the Children of Iſrael! (m), been taught by his 
Divine Maſter, that the SLave-TRape, or the pur- 
chaſing of Slaves, or keeping thoſe already purchaſed 
in ſervitude or bondage, was an unnatural, iniquitous 
purſuit, contrary. to the Spirit of his Religion, he 
would have certainly addreſſed himſelf to Philemon in 
a very different ſtyle from that of his preſent Letter: 
and, inſtead of acting the part of a Suppliant, the part 
of an interceſſor and Mediator, as he does, in ſolicit- 
ing of him the re-admiſſion of a fugitive Slave, he 
would have aſſumed the ſtyle and tone of a Maſter ; 
would have ſeverely condemned the unjuſtifiable con- 
duct of Philemon in detaining him in criminal bond- 
age, contrary to the Laws of his holy Religion, would 
have commended the ſpirited conduct of Oneſimus in 
ſhaking off the heavy yoke of ſervitude, would not 
have ſuffered him to return to his unnatural Maſter 
Philemon, eſpecially after he had converted him to 
Chriſtianity, and entitled him by Baptiſm to the glo- 
rious franchiſes and liberty of the Children of God, 
and would not have ſtood on complimentary ceremo- 
nics, finding him uſeful in his actual ſtate of confine- 

ment, 


( Galat, c. 1. v. 1. (m) Acts, c. 9. v. 15. 


1 


ment, to retain him in his miniſtry, without aſking 
his pretended Maſter's leave, or without his conſent. 

Tus, I am confident, would have been the language 
and conduct of the Apoſtle, had he been taught by 
his Divine Maſter, that the principles and doctrine of 
the Goſpel, he was commiſſioned to preach, were in 
direct oppoſition to the practice of the SLAVE-TRADR, 
to the practice of purchaſing Slaves, or keeping thoſe 
already purchaſed in bondage or flavery. 

2. But, ſince the Apoſtle, conformably to the in- 
ſtructions he had received from his Lord and Maſter 
Jesvs CHRIS, reſpecting every part of a Chriſtian's 
duty, expreſſes himſelf in this Epiſtle, as well as in 
every other, where he ſpeaks on this much miſrepre- 
ſented ſubject, in terms and language diametrically 
oppoſite to the ſentiments juſt mentioned; we are 
forced to conclude, that, ſince Philemon, as well as 
many other Primitive Chriſtians, cotemporary with 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt and firit Teachers of Chriſ- 
tianity, kept Slaves, even Chriſtian Slaves, in their 
ſervice, in the very face of the whole Church, and 
with the approbation and knowledge of the primitive 
Apoſtles and Dilciples of Chriſt, as has been demon- 
{trated from ſome of the cleareſt teſtimonies of the 
New Teſtament, the nature of the SLave-Trape, be- 
ing ſo viſibly authorized by the poſitive ſanction of 
thoſe Sacred Writings, muſt be eſſentially juſt and 
lawful in its principles, and perfectly conſonant to thoſe. 
of the Chriſtian Law. 

XXI. EvipexnT as this concluſion appears from 
the Scriptural arguments enforced in the courſe of this 
SECTION, I cannot cloſe the Subject of theſe Reszarcn- 
Es without taking ſome notice of what, I apprehend, 
will be objected againſt it from the Words of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour in his divine Sermon on the Mount, which 
in the VIII® Number of this Seftion I declared with 
5 5 particular 
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particular ſtreſs to contain nothing againſt the licitneſs 
of the SLave-Tzape.—The Words, here alluded to, 
will, I preſume, be thus retorted againſt it. 

All things whatſoever, ſays our Bleſſed Saviour, ye 
would that men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them 
for this is the Law and the Prophets (n) : whatſoever 
things therefore we would not, that men ſhould do to 
us, we are not even ſo to do to them; but no perſon 
whatever would certainly wiſh, that a fellow-creature 
ſhould reduce him to the condition of a Slave; there- 
fore no perſon whatever 1s to reduce a fellow-creature 
to that condition. 

XXII. Here again I muſt obſerve, that no one can 
juſtly tax me with any partiality to the Cauſe I have 
eſpouſed : I have, I think, worded the argument againſt 
it in terms as forcible, as the moſt zealous advocate 
for African Liberty, could uſe. But unanſwerable as 
the ſame may appear to them, it is but a plauſible 
argument at the beſt. | 

IT is an Axiom in Locic, that An argument that 
proves ioo much, proves nothing: the above is juſt ſuch 
a one: for, by the ſame manner of reaſoning, one 
might equally conclude, contrary to the Law and the 
Prophets, and the doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion, 
that not only Slavery, but every other kind of ſubor- 
dination of one man to another, ought not to be ſuf- 
fered to continue in the World. — The argument, if 
concluſive in the former caſe, muſt be equally fo in 
the latter: I enforce it thus: — 

All things whatſoever, ſays our Bleſſed Saviour, ye 
would that men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; for 
this is the Law and the Prophets: whatſoever things there- 

fore we would not that men ſhould do to us, we are 
not even ſo to do to them; but every perſon would na- 
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turally wiſh not to be controlled by a fellow- creature, 
not to be under any ſubjection to him, but to be abſo- 
lute maſter of his own actions; no perſon therefore 
ought to keep a fellow- creature under any control or 
ſubjection whatever, 

XIII. Suca is the conſequence of wreſting the 
natural and obvious meaning of the maxims of Scrip- 
ture, and applying them to purpoſes inconſiſtent with 
Scripture itſelf. The GoLpen Maxim of our Divine 
Maſter, comprehending in two words the whole per- 
fection of a Chriſtian, was certainly intended by him 
for all ſtations in life, for of ſuch was his Church to 
conſiſt to the end of time: from the Throne to the 
Cottage, in every walk of life, in bondage or at 
liberty, every Chriſtian is taught and directed To po 
UNTO OTHERS, AS HE WOULD BE DONE UNTO; and, by 
a neceſſary conſequence, Nor To po UNTO OTHERS, AS 
HE WOULD NOT BE DONE UNTO: that is, every Chriſ- 
tian is commanded to behave to his neighbour, in 
whatever ſituation or circumſtances in life Providence 
may have placed them both, juſt as he would wiſh his 
neighbour would behave to him in his fituation, were 
his neighbour's ſituation and circumſtances his own : 
ſo that, to apply the Maxi to a particular Cafe (even 
the Caſe in queſtion), no Chriſtian Maſter can. be 
ſaid to do unto others as he would be done unto, unleſs 
he behaves to his Slave with the ſame tenderneſs, juſ- 
tice, and humanity, as he would wiſh his Slave would 
behave to him, were the Slave his Maſter, and him- 
ſelf the Slave; and, upon the ſame principle, no 
Slave can be ſaid ta do unto others as he would be done 
into, unleſs he ſerves his Maſter with the ſame fidelity, 
ſubmiſſion, and reſpect, which he would expect from his 
Maſter, were the latter his Slave, and himſelf the 
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XXIV. Taz Gol pRYW Maxim then, of Doing vxro 
OTHERS, AS WE WOULD BE DONE UNTO, is ſo far from 
condemning in the moſt diſtant manner the proſecution 
of the SLave-Trave, that, when applied to the Caſe 
of Chriſtian Maſters and their Slaves, it ſerves, on the 
contrary, to enforce their reciprocal duties in their 
different ſpheres of life. Neither could it be other- 
wiſe, ſeeing, that the ſame Divine Authority, on which 
the truth of the above Maxim is founded, has fo 
frequently given his ſanction in the Writings of both 
the Teſtaments to the licitneſs of the SLave-Trapr, 

XXV. I nave now, I think, verified in its full ex- 
tent the Aſſertion I engaged to prove in the Title. 
page; that theſe Scx1yTURAL RESEARCHES on the 
licitneſs of the SLave-TRrape, would ſhew the moral 
conformity of that Trade with the Principles of Na- 
tural and Revealed Religion delineated in the Sacred 
Writings of the Worp of Gop : and as I prefixed to 
the Whole certain Poſitions or DaTa, on the truth of 
which the undeniable religious certainty of that moral 
conformity is entirely founded, ſo I ſhall now annex 
to the whole a few CokolLLARIES or Conſequences, 
which, from their neceſſary dependance on the former 
Dara, muſt convince every religious and candid 
Reader of the neceſſity of acquieſcing in the Scrip- 
tural Doctrine enforced in theſe Restarcnts. ; 


COROLLARIES; 
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COROLLARIES, 


I, 
SINCE the Sacred Writings of the Holy BiBLE 
contain the unerring Deciſions of the Worp of God, 
the Authority of which in both the Teſtaments is 
founded on the eſſential veracity of God, who is TxuTH 
itſelf ; it follows neceſſarily, that, as there can be no 
preſcription againſt that Authority, which, in the 
ſeveral ſcriptural paſſages quoted in the ſeries of the 
foregoing ReSEARCHEs, has poſitively declared, that 
the - SLAVE- TRADE is intrinſically good and licit, 
this, by a neceſſary conſequence, muſt be eſſentially 
ſo in its own nature, however contrary ſuch declara- 
tion may be to the received opinion of ſome men for 
any length of time, 1 


Sire the Supreme Legiſlator of the World is in- 
finitely juſt and wiſe in all his Deciſions reſpecting 
Right and Wrong, and is no ways accountable ro his 
Creatures for the reaſons of his conduct in the govern- 
ment of the World; ſo it muſt be a degree of pre- 
ſumption highly criminal in any creature to refuſe aſ- 
{ent to thoſe particular Deciſions, by which he has ſo 
poſitively declared the intrinſic licitneſs of the SLAvx- 
Trap, only becauſe he cannot account for that im- 
partial juſtice, which characterizes every Deciſion of 
God, from thoſe hidden principles of Eternal Juſtice, in- 
comprehenlible to him, which induced the Almighty to 
eſtabliſh in the World that ſubordinate ſtate of abſolute 
ſubjection of ſome of his rational Creatures to others. 

2 III. 

' Since no perſon can be ſuppoſed to acknowledge 


in fact, that the Holy ScrieTuREs are the unerring 
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Won of Gon, unleſs he acquieſces without reſerve in 
every Scriptural Deciſion, however incomprehenſible 
the reaſons and motives of thoſe Deciſions may be to 
him, and that on no other account, but becauſe he be- 
lieves them to be the Declarations of God, who, be- 
ing TrvuTH itſelf, can neither err himſelf, nor lead 
any one into error; it follows neceſſarily, that who- 
ever does not acquieſce in thoſe Scriptural Deciſions, 
quoted in the ſeries of the foregoing REesEarRcnes, de- 
claring in formal Words the licitneſs of the SLave- 
Taapk, capnot be ſaid to acknowledge in fact, that 
the HoLy ScrrPTuREs are the unerring Worp of 
God. - | = 
| . | 

Since not only one, but ſeveral Deciſions of the 
Written Worp of Gop, as appears from the foregoin 
ReseARCHEs, give a poſitive ſanction to the ALS. 
of the SLave-TRADE ; it is not from the principle of 
private or National advantages attending the proſecu- 
tion of it, which can never affect the intrinſic nature 
of any human purſuit, that any one is to believe, that 
the SLave-Trae is intrinſically juſt and lawful in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, but from the incontrover- 
tible veracity of the Written Worp of Gop, whoſe 
Deciſions they are, and who is eſſentially incompatible 
with the leaſt degree of injuſtice, 


V. 

Sie no abuſes or malepractices whatever, com- 
mitted in the proſecution of a lawful purſuit, can ever 
alter the intrinſic licitneſs of it ; there being no other 
arguments, that can be produced againſt the SLavt- 
'TraDe, but ſuch as are built on the ſtrength of ſuch 
abuſes as are ſaid to be perpetrated in the proſecution 
of it; no arguments whatever will ever evince any in- 


trinſic moral turpitude in its Nature, fo explicitly de- 
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clared juſt and lawful in the Sacred Writings of the 
WorD of Gop, notwithſtanding the many abuſes to 
which it was formerly ſubject, and were formerly prac- 
tiſed, as well as now. 


VI. 


Since no abuſes or malepractices whatever, though 
of the greateſt magnitude, committed in former times 
in the proſecution of the SLavz-Traps (a), ever in- 
duced the Almighty to prohibit or aboliſh that Trade, 
but only to check by wholeſome and coercive Laus 
the violence of unnatural Maſters (4), and to puniſh. 
the tranſgreſſors with the greateſt ſeverity (c); there. 
appears no reaſon whatever, why the abuſes and male- 
practices ſaid to be pe in our days in the pro- 
ſecution of the ſame Trade, evidently ſubject to the 
control of the Legiſlature, ſhould, be deemed a power 
ful inducement to proceed to the abolition of it. 


(a) Gen. 35. 22. Exod. a1. 8, 16, 20, 26, 27. Levit. 19. 20. ; 
Jerem, 34. v. 8—18. (5) Exod. 21. v. 7, 12, 16, 20, 21, 26, 27. 
1 19. V. 20, 21, 22. Ibid. 25. v. 39=43s wich « 
(e) Jeremiah, C. 34 v. 37==23+ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IT was the Author's deſign, when he firſt en- 
gaged to vindicate the licitneſs of the SL Aave- 
TRADE from the Sacred Writings of the Wor D 
of Gop, to have concluded his REesEARCHEs 
with another SECTION, containing ſome Scrip- 


. tural Directions for the proper treatment of Slaves, 


together with ſome Exemplary Puniſhments and 
Comminations regiſtered in the ſame divine Re- 


poſitory of religious Knowledge, for deterring 


the Conductors and Proprietors of Slaves from 
ever infringing by any acts of violence and op- 
preſſion the ſacred bounds of that Authority, 
with which they are entruſted for a time, and 
which they can never treſpaſs with abſolute im- 
punity : but the ſhortneſs of the time, which his 
other avocations have allowed himfor completing 
the Scriptural Vindication contained in the three 
Sections of his RESsEHARcHES, having made it 
abſolutely impoſſible for him to execute the 
whole of his Original Deſign, he is obliged to 
offer it to the Public in its preſent ſtate. 


